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Article 6.   Sign Regulations 
Article 6 provides for the types of signs that may be placed on a 
property, and regulates such characteristics as their size, num-
ber, placement, and timing. 
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Article 6. Sign Regulations 

Section 601. Findings, Purpose and Intent. 

601.01 Statement of Legislative Purpose. 

(a) The Mayor and Council recognize that signs provide an important medium through which indi-
viduals, businesses, and government may convey a variety of messages. However, left unregu-
lated, signs can become a threat to the public health and safety as a traffic hazard, as a detri-
ment to property values, and as an aesthetic nuisance affecting the overall economic growth of 
Duluth. Numerous professional studies have been prepared that examine and establish the ef-
fect of signs on traffic safety, aesthetics and economic prosperity, including the following:  

1. Klauer, S.G., T.A. Dingus, V.L. Neale, J.D. Sudweeks, D.J. Ramsey. “The Impact of Driver 
Inattention on Near-Crash/Crash Risk: An Analysis Using the 100-Car Naturalistic Driving 
Study Data.” National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. DOT HS 810 594. April 
2006.  

2. Snyder, Jonathan, Samuel S. Fels Fund. “Beyond Aesthetics: How Billboards Affect Eco-
nomic Prosperity.” December 2011. 

3. Wachtel, J., 2009. “Safety Impacts of the Emerging Digital Display Technologies for Out-
door Advertising Signs.” Prepared for AASHTO and the Standing Committee on Research 
of the National Cooperative Highway Research Program (NCHRP), April 2009. The Verid-
ian Group, Inc., Berkeley, California. 

4. Weitz, Jerry, Ph.D.,AICP. “The Public Purpose of Roswell's Sign Ordinance and the Impli-
cations of Doing Without It: A Position Paper.” December 7, 1999. 

(b) Based on a review of the cited materials and the studies referenced therein as well as other re-
lated studies, the Mayor and Council find that unregulated signs: 

(1) Can be a safety hazard to drivers and pedestrians; 

(2) Can be a detriment to the public health; 

(3) Can hamper economic growth; 

(4) Can lower property values; 

(5) Can adversely impact public investments; 

(6) Can degrade the utility of public safety signs; and 

(7) Can adversely impact the aesthetic quality of the community and surrounding environ-
ment. 

601.02 Findings of Fact.  

The Mayor and Council find that: 

(a) Signs are a proper use of private property, are a means of personal free expression and a neces-
sary component of a commercial environment. As such, signs are entitled to the protection of 
the law. However, an improperly regulated sign environment imposes health and safety dangers 
to the public; 
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(b) The result of effective sign regulation will be to lessen hazardous conditions, confusion and visu-
al clutter caused by the proliferation, improper placement, illumination and excessive height 
and size of signs which compete for the attention of pedestrians and vehicular traffic; 

(c) Proper regulation of signs is a necessary prerequisite to a peaceable, orderly and safely designed 
business environment; 

(d) Through proper regulation of signs, the aesthetic attractiveness and economic well-being of the 
city will be enhanced as a place to live, work and conduct business. 

(e) Concerns about aesthetic and safety issues as balanced with concerns about freedom of expres-
sion or speech are reasonably promoted in the City of Duluth by the provisions of this Article.  

601.03 Purpose and Intent.  

The purpose and intent of these sign regulations are:   

(a) To aid in the identification of businesses and other commercial establishments in the City for po-
lice, fire and other emergency responses, and to avoid confusion and delay in response to such 
emergencies; 

(b) To protect the public health, morals and welfare from the display of unconstitutionally obscene 
language and the advertisement of illegal activities. 

(c) To promote the mental and physical health, safety and welfare of the public by providing for the 
orderly and harmonious display of signs within the community; 

(d) To maintain and enhance the aesthetic environment by minimizing visual clutter, encouraging a 
positive visual environment, and avoiding the erection of displays which produce deleterious 
and injurious effects to adjacent properties and to the natural beauty of the environment; 

(e) To provide for the safety of the traveling public, both vehicular and pedestrian, by limiting dis-
tractions, hazards, and obstructions; 

(f) To maintain the City’s ability to attract sources of economic development and growth and to aid 
in the identification of properties and enterprises for the convenience of the public; 

(g) To protect the historical character of the city; 

(h) To encourage the effective use of signs as a means for communication in the City of Duluth by 
allowing the maximum amount of expression or speech consistent with the compatibility of such 
expression or speech with other land uses and with the aesthetic and public health, safety and 
welfare concerns which the City of Duluth is charged by law and the Georgia Constitution with 
preserving and protecting;  

(i) To enable the fair and consistent enforcement of these sign regulations while supporting the 
policies contained in the Comprehensive Plan.  

Section 602. Definitions. 

For the purposes of this Article, the following words and terms shall have the meanings respectively 
ascribed, in addition to the definitions contained in the Interpretation and Definitions Article of this 
Development Code. If the same word or phrase is defined in this Article, below, and in the Interpre-
tations and Definitions Article, the definition contained in this Article shall be taken as the correct 
definition and applied throughout this Development Code. 
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Architecturally Treated. A structure that is constructed of or covered with such materials as brick, 
stone, painted or treated wood, or stucco, or covered with artificial representations of such materials 
that are visually undistinguishable from the natural materials and have a life expectancy of at least 20 
years as evidenced by a manufacturer’s warranty. 

Banner. See “sign, banner”. 

Beacon. A stationary or revolving light which flashes or projects illumination, single color or multi-
colored, in any manner which is intended to attract or divert attention; except, however, this term is 
not intended to include any kind of lighting device which is required or necessary under the safety 
regulations described by the Federal Aviation Administration or similar agencies. 

Building Canopy. See under “canopy”.  

Building Sign. A sign that in any manner is fastened to, projects from, or is placed upon the exterior 
wall, or a window, door or roof of a building. The term “building sign” includes but is not limited to 
the following: 

(1) Awning Sign. A sign imposed, mounted or painted upon an awning. 

(2) Building Marker. A sign composed of concrete, bronze or other permanent material which 
is built into the surface of the building at the time of its construction. 

(3) Canopy Sign. A sign imposed, mounted or painted upon a canopy, as defined herein. 

(4) Mansard Sign. A sign imposed, mounted or painted upon the fascia portion of a mansard 
roof. 

(5) Marquee Sign. Any sign attached flat against or upon a permanent marquee of a building. 

(6) Projecting Sign. A sign affixed flat to a wall and extending more than 6 inches from the sur-
face of such wall, or any sign attached to and extending at an angle from a wall surface 
(usually perpendicular). 

(7) Roof Sign. A sign that is mounted on, applied to, or otherwise structurally supported by the 
roof of a building (other than the fascia portion of a mansard roof). 

(8) Under-Canopy Sign. A display attached to the underside of a marquee or building canopy 
and protruding over a pedestrian walkway. 

(9) Wall (or Façade) Sign. A sign that is fastened to, painted on or placed directly upon the ex-
terior wall of a building façade or building canopy, with the sign face parallel to the wall or 
canopy face. 

(10) Window Sign. A sign that is applied, painted or placed on, behind or inside a windowpane 
or a glass door and intended to be viewed from outside the building. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Section 602 Definitions. City of Duluth UDC 

6-4  

 

 

 

The following are Illustrative Examples of Building Signs by Type: 
 

 

 
 

 

Wall Sign 
 

Wall Sign Wall Sign Awning Signs 

    

Awning Sign 
 

Building Marker Canopy Sign Mansard Sign 

 

  

 

Marquee Sign 
 

Projecting Sign Projecting Sign Roof (and Canopy) Sign 
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Under-Canopy Sign Under-Canopy Sign Window Sign Window Signs 
 

Business Park. One or more buildings located on a property in common ownership, management or 
operation, units of which are owned, leased or rented primarily for office, institutional or light indus-
trial purposes.  

Canopy:  

(1) Building Canopy. A permanent roof-like structure projecting from a building and open on at 
least one side for the purpose of shielding a pedestrian walkway from the elements. 

(2) Freestanding Canopy. A freestanding roof-like structure supported by columns intended to 
shield a vehicular driveway or service area from the elements. 

Character Area. A portion of the city designated as any one of the various “character areas” created 
within the City’s Comprehensive Plan and shown as to its boundaries and extent on the Future De-
velopment Map subtitled “Character Areas” included as a part of said Plan, and as may be amended 
from time to time by the City Council. 

Column Sign. See under “freestanding sign”. 

Commercial Speech. The expression of an idea, opinion or message that directs or attracts attention 
to a business operated for profit; or to a product, commodity or service for sale, trade, barter, swap 
or lease; or to any other commercial interest or activity. 

Days. The term “days” shall mean working days exclusive of holidays authorized by the Mayor and 
Council and weekends, unless the term is stated as “cal-
endar days” or the context implies otherwise.  

Façade. The exterior vertical surfaces of a building that 
comprise the front, side or rear wall. 

Feather Banner. A banner mounted on a pole, such as 
the examples shown to the right. Such signs may be 
wind activated (see “sign, animated”) or rigidly mount-
ed in a stationary position. 

Festoons. Strings of light bulbs or other lighted devices, 
and strings of ribbons, tinsel, pennants, streamers, pin-
wheels or other similar devices designed to move in the 
wind. 

Flag. A sign made of paper, woven natural or synthetic fabric, thin plastic or similar lightweight plia-
ble material that is normally displayed by flying from a pole as a wind-activated device, but is not 
otherwise defined herein as a banner, pennant or feather banner.  

Fluorescent Color. A color that is intense, brilliantly colored and apparently giving off light, such as 
day glow (day-glo) colors. 

Freestanding Canopy. See under “canopy.” 

Freestanding Sign. A permanent sign which is attached to or part of a completely self-supporting 
structure, other than a building. The supporting structure shall be set firmly in or below the ground 
surface and shall not be attached to any building or any other structure, whether portable or station-
ary. The term “freestanding sign” includes but is not limited to the following: 

  
Examples of Feather Banners 
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(1) Pole Sign. A sign that is mounted on one or more freestanding stanchions or columns such 
that the sign body is elevated above the ground by such supporting stanchions or columns, 
and such supporting stanchions or columns are each less than 10% of the width of the sign 
body. 

(2) Column Sign. A sign that is mounted on one or more freestanding stanchions or columns 
such that the sign body is elevated above the ground by such supporting stanchions or col-
umns, and such supporting stanchions or columns are each 10% of the width of the sign 
body or more. 

(3) Monument Sign. A freestanding sign in which the entire bottom of the base of the sign 
structure is in contact with the ground, providing a solid and continuous background for the 
sign from the ground to the top of the sign structure; the base of which is as wide as or 
wider than the total width of the sign body plus any supporting columns. 

(4) Hybrid Monument Sign. A freestanding sign in which the entire bottom of the base of the 
sign structure is in contact with the ground, but a solid and continuous background for the 
sign from the ground to the top of the sign structure is not provided; the base of which is as 
wide as or wider than the total width of the sign body plus any supporting columns. 

 

The following are Illustrative Examples of Freestanding Signs by Type: 
 

   
Pole Sign 

 
Pole Sign Column Sign 

   
Column Sign 

 
Column Sign Monument Sign 
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Monument Sign Monument Sign Hybrid Monument Sign 

 

Ground Cover. Low growing, spreading plants, other than turf grass, such as but not limited to ivy, lir-
iope, juniper, mondo grass or sedge.  

Guy or Guy Wire. A cable used to support or stabilize a freestanding pole or structure, such as a lat-
tice telecommunications or citizen’s band antenna, utility pole or traffic signal stanchion. 

Holiday or Seasonal Event. A day established as a legal holiday by federal, state or local law; a na-
tionally recognized holiday such as Halloween or Mother’s Day; a nationally recognized calendar sea-
son such as Fall or Spring; a religious day or term of days such as Easter, Yom Kippur or Christmas, or 
Lent, Ramadan or Hanukah. 

Hybrid Monument Sign. See under “freestanding sign.”    

Illuminated Sign. See “sign, illuminated”. 

Incidental Sign. See “sign, incidental”. 

Iridescent Color. A color which varies in color when seen at different angles; having a play of lustrous 
rainbow-like colors; pearlescent. 

Kiosk. A freestanding sign structure, often cylindrical in shape, intended to be viewed from all sides 
and erected for the purpose of posting signs, notices or other public announcements. Kiosks that are 
composed of flat faces are treated as multi-faced signs. 

Landscape Materials. Any combination of living plant materials, nonliving materials (such as rocks, 
pebbles, wood chips, mulch and pavers) and decorative features such as sculpture, patterned walks, 
fountains, and pools. This definition includes synthetic landscaping materials that are visually indis-
tinguishable from natural materials. 

Leased Sign. An agreement by which a property owner conveys, usually for a specified rent, to other 
persons, permission to erect and maintain a sign upon their property. 

LED Sign. Any sign or portion thereof that uses light emitting diode technology or other similar semi-
conductor technology to produce an illuminated image, picture, or message of any kind whether the 
image, picture, or message is moving or stationary. This type of sign includes any sign that uses LED 
technology of any kind, whether conventional (using discrete LEDs), surface mounted (otherwise 
known as individually mounted LEDs), transmissive, organic light emitting diodes (OLED), light emit-
ting polymer (LEP), organic electro polymer (OEL), or any other similar technology. An LED sign is 
considered to be a form of electronic changeable copy sign (see under “sign, changeable copy”). 

Marquee Sign. See under “building sign.” 
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Miscellaneous Building Sign. A building sign (as defined herein), other than a principal building sign, 
a temporary sign or an incidental sign, commonly found on the wall of a nonresidential use property. 

 

The following are Illustrative Examples of Miscellaneous Building Signs: 

 

     
 

Miscellaneous Freestanding Sign. A freestanding sign, other than a freestanding principal sign, tem-
porary sign or incidental sign, commonly found on multi-family and nonresidential use properties lo-
cated at entrance and exit driveways, drive-through windows, internal driving lanes, parking lots, 
designated handicap parking spaces, etc.  

 

The following are Illustrative Examples of Miscellaneous Freestanding Signs: 
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Monument Sign. See under “freestanding sign.”    

Nonresidential Use. See “use, nonresidential.” 

Parapet Wall. A building façade that extends above the eave line or edge 
of a roof. 

Pennant. A lightweight plastic, fabric or similar material designed to move 
in the wind; pennants are often suspended from a rope, wire, or string in 
series. The term “pennant” shall not include a “banner” or a “flag” as 
regulated by this Article. 

Personal (noncommercial) Speech. The expression of an idea, opinion or 
message that does not direct or attract attention to a business operated 
for profit; or to a product, commodity or service for sale, trade, barter, 
swap or lease; or to any other commercial interest or activity. 

Planned Center. A single office, medical, commercial or industrial property that is designed or in-
tended for occupancy by two or more principal businesses that are separately owned and have no 
corporate relationship. A planned center may consist of a single building, such as a shopping center, 
or multiple buildings, such as an office condominium center. 

Pole Sign. See under “freestanding sign.” 

Portable Sign. See “sign, portable”. 

Principal Building. The building in which is conducted the principal use of the parcel on which it is lo-
cated. Parcels with multiple principal uses may have multiple principal buildings, but storage build-
ings, garages, and other clearly accessory uses shall not be considered principal buildings. 

Principal Sign. See “sign, principal”. 

Project Entrance Sign. See “sign, project entrance”. 

Residential Use. See “use, residential.” 

Roof Sign. See under “building sign.” 

Seasonal Event. See “holiday or seasonal event”. 

Shopping Center. See “planned center.”  

Shrub. A self-supporting woody plant that may reach a height of less than 15 feet, such as but not 
limited to azalea, boxwood, yew, hawthorn, hydrangea, holly, nandina or camellia. 

Sign. Any structure, device, object, design or display that is used or intended to be used to attract the 
attention of or to convey information to the public, and that is placed in such a way, whether out of 
doors or inside or near a window, as to be in the view of the general public from the exterior of any 
building on the property. 

A Parapet Wall 
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Sign, A-frame, Sidewalk or Sandwich. A temporary, movable sign not secured 
or attached to the ground or surface upon which it is located. This type of sign 
is typically “A” shaped or in some variation thereof and which is usually double 
sided. This includes a sign displayed on an easel. 

Sign, Aggregate Area. The combined sign area of all sign faces of a particular 
category on a single parcel. For example the aggregate sign area of all free-
standing signs on a parcel is the sum total of the sign face areas of all free-
standing signs on such parcel.   

Sign, Animated. A sign that has moving parts or includes action, motion, or col-
or changes, or the optical illusion of action, motion, or color changes, including 
signs using electronic ink, signs set in motion by wind or by mechanical means such as the blowing of 
air or motorized parts, or made up of a series of sections that turn, including any type of screen using 
animated or scrolling displays such as an LED (light emitting diode) screen or any other type of video 
display.   

Sign, Banner. A sign of fabric, thin plastic or similar lightweight material that is mounted to a pole or 
a building at one or more edges and is intended or displayed as commercial speech. Flags displaying 
noncommercial speech shall not be considered to be banners.   

Sign, Billboard. Any monument sign erected on undeveloped property. 

Sign Body. That portion of a sign structure that is intended or designed primarily to support or dis-
play the sign face, exclusive of the sign’s base or decorative cap, if any. 

 

 

Sign, Building Marker. See under “building sign”. 

Sign, Canopy. See under “building sign”. 

Sign, Changeable Copy. A type of animated sign that is capable of changing the position or format of 
word messages or other displays on the sign face or change the visible display of words, numbers, 
symbols and graphics by the use of a matrix of electric lamps, movable discs, movable panels, light 
apertures or other methods, provided these changes are actuated by either a control mechanism or 
manually on the face of the sign. Changeable copy signs include the following types: 

 
A-Frame Sign 
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(1) Manually activated: A sign whose alphabetic, pictographic, or symbolic informational con-
tent can be changed or altered by placing such letters or other message elements directly 
on the sign face by hand. 

(2) Electronic: A sign whose alphabetic, pictographic, or symbolic informational content can be 
changed and is displayed electrically or electronically. See also “LED sign”. 

Sign, Channeled Letter. Signs that have their let-
ters cut out of the sign face or raised above the 
sign face, described as: 

(1) Internally channeled letters: Letters or 
other symbols cut into a sign face and located above a recessed background surface, often 
designed for the background surface to be illuminated by an artificial light source.  

(2) Reverse channeled letters: Letters or other symbols raised above a background surface de-
signed to be illuminated from behind and within the letters or symbols by an artificial light 
source. 

Sign Copy. The words, letters, figures, symbols, logos, fixtures, colors or other design elements that 
are used to convey the message, idea or intent for which a sign has been erected or placed. 

Sign, Dilapidated/Deteriorated. A sign that is structurally unsound, has defective parts, or is in need 
of painting or other maintenance. 

Sign, Double-Faced. A sign structure with two sign faces that are parallel (back-to-back) or that form 
an angle to one another of no more than 60 degrees, where each sign face is designed to be seen 
from a different direction and the two sign faces are separated from each other at their nearest point 
by no more than 12 inches. Sign faces or sign modules on a single sign structure that are separated 
by more than 12 inches are treated as separate signs. 

Sign Face. That portion of the surface of a sign structure where words, letters, figures, symbols, log-
os, fixtures, colors, or other design elements are or may be located in order to convey the message, 
idea, or intent for which the sign has been erected or placed. The sign face may be composed of two 
or more modules on the same surface that are separated or surrounded by portions of a sign struc-
ture not intended to contain any advertising message or idea and are purely structural or decorative 
in nature. 

Sign, Flag. See “flag”. 

Sign, Height. The vertical distance from the ground to the highest point of the sign structure, as meas-
ured from the adjacent finished grade at the base of the sign. 

Sign, Illuminated. Any sign or portion thereof which is illuminated by artificial light, either from an in-
terior or exterior source, including outline, reflective or phosphorescent light, whether or not the 
source of light is directly affixed as part of the sign, and shall also include signs with reflectors that 
depend upon sunlight or automobile headlights for an image. 

(1) Direct or Internal Illumination. A sign illuminated by an internal source. 

(2) Indirect or External Illumination. A sign illuminated by an external light source directed pri-
marily toward such sign. 

Sign, Incidental. A small sign, emblem or decal no larger than 1½ square feet in area. Such signs are 
normally located on doors, windows and gas pumps, or in parking lots or loading areas, may be free-
standing or building signs, and are generally not readily visible or legible from public rights-of-way.  
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The following are Illustrative Examples of Incidental Signs: 

 

     

    
 

Sign, Inflatable. A sign that is either expanded to its full dimensions through mechanical means of an 
air blower or supported by gasses contained within the sign, or sign parts, at a pressure greater than 
atmospheric pressure. 

Sign, Kiosk. See “kiosk”. 

Sign, Marquee. See under “building sign”. 

Sign, Mobile. See “vehicular sign”. 

Sign Module. Each portion or unit of a sign face that is clearly separable from other such units by vir-
tue of its individual or independent construction or framing. 

Sign, Monument. See under “freestanding sign”.  

Sign, Multi-Faced. A single freestanding sign structure consisting of two sign faces (see “double-faced 
sign”) or three or more sign faces that are separated from each other at their nearest point by no 
more than 12 inches. Sign faces or sign modules on a single sign structure that are separated by more 
than 12 inches are treated as separate signs. 

Sign, Neon. An illuminated sign containing a glass tube filled with neon or phosphors, which is bent 
to form letters, symbols or other shapes, or otherwise used to highlight, decorate or outline the sign. 

Sign, Nonconforming. A sign legally existing at the time of its placement or erection that could not 
have been approved under the terms of this Article. 

Sign, Permanent. Any sign that is securely affixed to the ground or to a building and not readily remov-
able. Temporary signs are not considered to be permanent signs. 
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Sign, Pole. See under “freestanding sign”. 

Sign, Portable. A sign whose principal supporting structure is intended, by design and construction, to 
be used by resting upon the ground for support and may be easily moved or relocated for reuse. Porta-
ble signs shall include, but are not limited to, signs mounted upon a trailer, bench, wheeled carrier or 
other non-motorized mobile structure with or without wheels.  See also “sign, a-frame, sidewalk or 
sandwich”. 

Sign, Principal. The main, most prominent or largest freestanding or building sign on a property’s 
street frontage or principal building, other than a project entrance sign as defined in this Article. Such 
signs are of permanent construction and not placed as temporary signage. 

Sign, Prohibited. Any sign, other than a non-conforming sign, not conforming to this Article. 

Sign, Project Entrance. A permanent freestanding sign located at an entrance designed and permit-
ted for vehicular access into a multi-family development, or into a development containing multiple 
lots, such as but not limited to a particular single-family residential subdivision, a townhouse condo-
minium subdivision, or a commercial subdivision such as an office park or industrial park where build-
ings are located on separate lots.  

 

The following are Illustrative Examples of Project Entrance Signs: 

 

   
 

Sign, Projecting. See under “building sign”. 

Sign, Roof. See under “building sign”. 

Sign, Temporary. Any sign, the use of which is short-term in nature, that is affixed to or placed on the 
ground or to a building but is readily removable and not intended for permanent installation. 

Sign, Under Canopy. See under “building sign”. 

Sign, Wall. See under “building sign”. 

Subtenant. A natural person, business or other entity that subleases or is otherwise allowed to occu-
py a portion of land or a building, the majority of which is also occupied by a tenant. For the purposes 
of this Development Code, a subtenant is not treated as a “tenant” as defined herein. 

Tenant. A natural person, business or other entity that occupies land or buildings by ownership, un-
der a lease, through payment of rent, or at will; the primary occupant, inhabitant, or dweller of a 
place. See also “subtenant”. 
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Tenant Frontage. The horizontal distance in feet between the walls that delimit an exterior façade of 
a tenant space. A “tenant space” may be a stand-alone building with a single occupant, or a portion 
of a planned center that is separated from all other tenant spaces for occupancy by a single tenant. 

Use, Nonresidential. A principal use that is a business engaged in the sale of goods or the provision 
of personal, professional, business, entertainment or other services; an institutional or nonprofit or-
ganization; a business engaged in the fabrication, manufacture or production of durable or non-
durable goods; an activity for the administration or support of a business or organization; or a place 
of lodging for the travelling public, such as a hotel, motel or bed and breakfast. 

Use, Residential. A principal use that is intended for occupancy by an owner or lessee as their per-
manent place of abode. 

Vehicular Sign. Any sign placed, mounted, painted on or affixed to a motor vehicle or to a freight, 
flat-bed or storage trailer or other conveyance, whether motorized or drawn.  

 

The following are Illustrative Examples of Vehicular Signs: 

 

   

   
 

Wall Sign. See under “building sign.”   

Window Sign. See under “building sign.” 
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Section 603. Applicability. 

603.01 Signs that are Regulated. 

The regulations and requirements of this Article apply to all signs that are or are intended to be 
viewed from a public right-of-way or adjacent property, or that are intended to be viewed from out-
door areas of private property, except as otherwise exempt under this Section.  

603.02 Signs that are Exempt from Permitting Requirements. 

The following signs are exempt from the permitting requirements of this Article; provided, however, 
that all such signs must meet the setback requirements of this Article and shall not be located within 
any public right-of-way or within any Visibility Clearance Area set forth in Section 604.08. 

(a) Signs erected by or at the direction of the City or any government entity in the right-of-way or 
on any government owned parcel are exempt from provisions of this Article. 

(b) Historic markers authorized by the City are exempt. 

(c) Property address numbers as required by the City are considered “official governmental signs” 
and are exempt. 

(d) Incidental signs (as defined in this Development Code) that are located in conjunction with a 
multi-family or nonresidential use are exempt, provided such signs are not illuminated and that 
the aggregate of all such signs on a property may not exceed 9 square feet (unless a larger ag-
gregate area is required by law or government regulation). 

(e) Displays or decorations related to a holiday or seasonal event (as defined in this Development 
Code) that are placed on a residentially zoned property by the owner or with the owner’s per-
mission as personal (noncommercial) speech (also as defined in this Development Code) are ex-
empt. 

(f) Signs containing a non-commercial message with a maximum total sign face area not to exceed 
sixteen (16) square feet per lot and a maximum height of four (4) feet per sign. 

(g) Signs located on property which is listed for sale or lease with a total maximum area of sixteen 
(16) square feet per lot and a maximum height of four (4) feet per sign. 

(h) Window displays of goods available on a site are not considered to be signs and are exempt 
from these sign regulations. 

(i)  A building design or color that is associated with a particular establishment or organization but 
which conveys no message is not considered to be a sign and is exempt from these sign regula-
tions. 

603.03 Signs that are Prohibited. 

The following signs are prohibited to the extent noted. 

(a) All signs, other than legal non-conforming signs, which are not in compliance with this Article 
are prohibited and illegal and shall not be erected or maintained. 

(b) Privately owned signs erected on or above public property. 

(1) No person shall erect a sign on or projecting over public property other than the govern-
mental entity responsible for such property, or a public utility company or contractor occu-
pying or working on public property pursuant to government contract or franchise.   
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(2) For the purpose of this Article the public right-of-way shall be measured and determined by 
the utility poles, unless otherwise indicated or more detailed information is available. 

(c) Any sign placed or erected on a property without the permission of the property owner. 

(d) Roof signs, as defined in this Development Code. 

(e) Vehicular signs, as defined in this Article, are not allowed to be placed or parked in such a man-
ner as to be viewed or intended to be viewed from a public right-of-way, except that this prohi-
bition shall not apply in the following circumstances: 

(1) When such conveyances are actively being used to transport persons, goods or services in 
the normal course of business; 

(2) When such conveyances are parked in an inconspicuous area; or 

(3) When such conveyances are actively being used for storage of construction materials for, 
and on the same lot with, a bona fide construction project for which building and other ap-
plicable permits have been issued and where construction is underway. 

(f) Animated signs, except electronic changeable copy signs, banners and flags as may be regulated 
by this Article, are not allowed. 

(g) Signs that pose a threat to public safety are not allowed, such as: 

(1) Signs containing or imitating an official traffic sign or signal or contain the words “stop”, 
“go”, “danger”, “caution”, “warning”, or similar words, except for construction signs and 
barricades and except when the words are incorporated in the permanent name of a busi-
ness. 

(2) Signs that display intermittent or blinking lights resembling the flashing lights customarily 
used in traffic signals or on police, fire, ambulance or rescue vehicles.  

(3) Signs located so as to obscure, or otherwise interfere with the effectiveness of any official 
traffic sign, signal or device. 

(4) Signs located so as to obscure, or otherwise interfere with a motor vehicle operator’s view 
of approaching, merging, or intersecting traffic. 

(5) Signs that obstruct any fire escape; any means of ingress, egress, or ventilation; or prevent 
free passage from one part of a roof to any other part thereto; and signs attached in any 
manner to a fire escape.   

(h) Hand written, hand painted, handmade or other unprofessionally fabricated signs. A “profes-
sionally” hand-painted sign is one that has been prepared or created by a person engaged in the 
paid occupation of sign-painting and generally reproduces font sets created by such foundries as 
Adobe, Microsoft, BitStream, etc.  

The following are illustrative examples of “professionally” hand-painted signs that would not be 
prohibited: 
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(i) Signs located on courtesy benches, waste containers, trashcans and similar devices. 

(j) Pole signs and column signs, except historic pole signs allowed under Section 605.04(c)(1). 

(k) Signs displaying words, characters, and/or illustrations of an obscene, indecent or immoral na-
ture as defined by the Code of Ordinances of the City of Duluth or as defined by the State of 
Georgia at O.C.G.A. Section 16-12-80 (b), or displaying nudity as defined by the State of Georgia 
at O.C.G.A. Section 16-12-81 (b)(1). 

(l) Signs that advertise or encourage illegal activity as defined by local, state or federal laws. 

(m) Unshielded illuminated devices that produce glare or create a hazard or nuisance to motorists or 
occupants of adjacent properties.  

(n) A sign that emits or utilizes in any manner any sound capable of being detected on any traveled 
road or highway by a person with normal hearing, or a sign that emits smoke, vapor, particles or 
odor.  

(o) Signs with lighting or control mechanisms that cause radio, television or other communications 
interference. 

(p) Motion picture mechanisms or video displays used in such a manner as to permit or allow mov-
ing or animated images to be visible from a public right-of-way or sidewalk. 

(q) Certain illuminated signs, as follows: 

(1) Signs containing, including, or illuminated by any flashing, intermittent, or moving lights, 
scrolling lights, and/or utilizing changes in the intensity of lighting are prohibited.    

(2) Any illumination of a sign that interferes with the effectiveness of, or obscures, an official 
traffic sign, device, or signal is prohibited. 

(3) Any illumination of a sign that is not effectively shielded so as to prevent beams or rays of 
light from being directed at any portion of the traveled way of a street and which are of 
such intensity or brilliance as to cause glare or to impair the vision of the driver of any mo-
tor vehicle, or which otherwise interfere with the operation of any motor vehicle, is prohib-
ited.  

(4) No red, green or yellow illuminated sign shall be placed within 300 feet of any traffic light. 

(5) Search lights or spotlights, except for special business promotions or a new business “grand 
opening”. For each event, such devices shall receive prior written approval through issu-
ance of a Temporary Sign Permit by the City, along with written consent from the Gwinnett 
County Airport Authority. Such lights shall not create a nuisance or interfere with vehicular 
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traffic, and shall adhere to all applicable regulations of the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA). 

(r) Banners except as allowed by this Article for specific types of signs, including temporary signage 
under Section 609.06. 

(s) Portable signs, except A-frame signs as may be allowed under this Article for a nonresidential 
use, or as provided for temporary signage t under Section 609.06 of this Article. 

(t) Festoons, as defined in this Development Code, except as provided for temporary signage under 
Section 609.06 of this Article. 

(u) Inflatable signs, including air or gas filled balloons or other inflatable devices, are prohibited ex-
cept as exempted as seasonal and holiday decorations under Section 603.02(e) of this Article or 
as provided for temporary signage under Section 609.06 of this Article. 

 

Section 604. Requirements that Apply to Signs in General. 

604.01 Compliance with Other Codes and Provisions. 

(a) Any sign that will be erected, replaced, reconstructed, repaired, altered, relocated or main-
tained within the city shall conform to the requirements of the International Building Code, Ap-
pendix H, and to the requirements of the National Electrical Code, Article 600, “Electrical Signs 
and Outdoor Lighting,” as adopted with amendments by the State of Georgia. Where the provi-
sions of the building or electrical code and this Article conflict or overlap, the most stringent re-
quirement shall prevail and be controlling.  

(b) In accordance with the National Electrical Code specifications, all signs shall be located in such a 
way that they maintain horizontal and vertical clearance from all overhead utilities. In no case 
shall any sign be installed within 3 feet horizontally or vertically from any overhead utility line or 
utility guy wire. 

(c) Any sign that will be erected, replaced, reconstructed, repaired, altered or relocated within the 
city shall conform to all other provisions of this Unified Development Code and other ordinances 
of the City of Duluth. In the event of conflict between the provisions of this Article and other ar-
ticles of this Development Code or City ordinances, the most stringent requirements shall pre-
vail and be controlling. 

604.02 Computation of Sign Area. 

(a) Generally.   

(1) The area of a sign face or module shall be computed by means of the smallest rectangle 
that will encompass the extreme limits of the writing, representation, emblem, color, or 
other display, together with any material or color forming an integral part of the back-
ground of the display or used to differentiate the sign from the backdrop or structure 
against which it is placed, but not including any supporting framework, bracing, or decora-
tive fence or wall when such fence or wall otherwise meets other regulations of the City 
and is clearly incidental to the display itself. 

(2) If a sign face is composed of two or more sign modules, the sign face area shall be the area 
of each module, measured in accordance with the preceding paragraph (1), totaled togeth-
er. 



City of Duluth UDC  Section 604 Requirements that Apply to Signs in General. 

 6-19 

(3) The area of a sign structure shall be computed by means of the smallest rectangle that will 
encompass the extreme limits of the sign, by multiplying:  

a. The width of the body of the sign (exclusive of the sign’s base or decorative cap, if any) 
measured at the widest portion of the sign body; times  

b. The total height of the sign as defined in this Article under “sign height.” 

(4) The following are examples of how sign structure and sign face area measurements are 
made; the signs shown are illustrative and only provided for clarity. 

 

 

(b) Area of Multi-Faced Signs.  

The sign face area of a sign structure with more than one side, and such sides are not more than 
12 inches apart at their closest point, shall be computed as follows: 
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(1) Double-faced signs.  

For double-faced signs, when the sign face surfaces are 
parallel (back-to-back), or where the smallest angle 
formed between the two faces is 60 degrees or less, the 
area of the sign shall be taken as the area of the largest 
side. For double-faced signs where the interior angle 
formed by the faces is more than 60 degrees, the sign 
face area shall be the total area of both sides.  

(2) Signs with three or more faces.  

a. For sign structures having only three sides and the 
interior angle formed between each of the sides is 
60 degrees, the sign face area shall be taken as the 
area of the largest of the three sides.  

b. For all other multi-faced signs with three or more 
sides, the sign face area shall be either the largest 
sign on any one side, or the largest total of all sign 
faces that are joined by an interior angle of more 
than 60 degrees, whichever can be viewed from an 
adjoining street. 

(c) Free-Form Signs. 

For signs that have no identifiable frame or border, the 
smallest rectangle that includes all of the sign’s words, letters, figures, symbols, logos, fixtures, 
colors or other design elements intended to convey the sign’s message shall establish the area 
of the sign face. 

 

Free-Form Sign   

   

 Kiosk Sign  

(d) Kiosks. 

For a kiosk or other cylindrical sign structure, the area of the sign face shall be the largest meas-
urement achieved from any view of the sign structure. Measurements shall be made as a flat 
plane rectangle projected on or bisecting the sign structure.  

 

Sign Face Area 
Three-sided Sign Structures 



City of Duluth UDC  Section 604 Requirements that Apply to Signs in General. 

 6-21 

604.03 Number of Signs. 

(a) For the purpose of determining number of signs, a single sign shall be considered to be a single 
sign structure, display surface or display device containing the sign copy (as defined in this De-

velopment Code) or other elements organized, related, and composed to form a unit.  

(b) Refer to the definition of “sign face” and “sign copy” for additional information.  

604.04 Height Measurements. 

(a) For a freestanding sign structure located within 100 feet of an adjacent street right-of-way (as 
measured perpendicular to the street), the following applies: 

(1) For a sign located on land at or above the crown of the roadway in the adjacent street, the 
height of a sign shall be equal to the vertical distance from the average grade at the base of 
the sign to the highest point of any portion of the sign. Any earthen berms or other site im-
provements that raise the sign above the pre-construction natural grade of the land upon 
which the sign is placed shall be included in the height measurement of the sign. 

(2) For a sign located on land below the crown of the roadway in the adjacent street, the 
height of a sign shall be equal to the vertical distance from the crown of the roadway to the 
highest point of any portion of the sign. Any earthen berms, elevated foundations or other 
site improvements that raise the sign up to the level of the crown of the roadway shall not 
be included in the height measurement of the sign. 

(b) For a freestanding sign structure located 100 feet or more from an adjacent street right-of-way 
(as measured perpendicular to the street), the height of a sign shall be equal to the vertical dis-
tance from the average grade at the base of the sign to the highest point of any portion of the 
sign. Any earthen berms or other site improvements that raise the sign above the pre-
construction natural grade of the land upon which the sign is placed shall be included in the 
height measurement of the sign. 

604.05 Lighting Restrictions. 

In addition to illuminated signs that are prohibited under Section 603.03, the following applies to all 
illumination of signs:  

(a) Only permanent signs shall be illuminated, either directly or indirectly.  

(b) A permit will not be issued for an illuminated sign on a nonresidential property within 100 feet 
from any property line of a residentially zoned parcel.  

(c) In a residential zoning district only project entrance signs may be illuminated, and such signs 
may only be illuminated indirectly by an external light source, such as floodlights or shielded ne-
on tubes.  
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(d) Any signage with internal lighting composed of light bulbs or neon tubing shall be covered so 
that the light sources are not directly visible from the outside. 

604.06 Construction and Maintenance.  

(a) All signs shall be constructed and maintained in conformance with the Duluth Building Code.  

(b) The City may, at its discretion, require certification to confirm that the structural requirements 
of the City’s codes are met.  

(c) All signs, together with their supports, braces, guys and anchors, shall be kept in good repair and 
unless constructed of galvanized or non-corroding metal, shall be given a protective coating as 
necessary to maintain a clean appearance and safe condition.  

604.07 Language and Legibility.  

(a) Every principal freestanding sign shall contain the street number and the official street name in 
English letters and Arabic numbers of a size equivalent to the predominant size of the letters 
and numbers on the sign.  

(b) To aid in proper and timely response in an emergency, the name of the business or the type of 
business on the premises must also be indicated in English.  

(c) Nothing in this section shall prohibit the same and/or additional information on the sign from 
being written in a language other than English, provided that an English translation of the sign is 
included with the application for a sign permit in accordance with Section 610.03(d). 

 

604.08 Visibility Clearance Area. 

(a) No sign more than 3 feet in height shall be erected within 30 feet of an intersection with a public 
or private street, private drive or other access point, or otherwise interfere with traffic move-
ment and visibility. 

(b) Such visibility clearance area shall be established as the triangular area formed by the street 
right-of-way lines (or such lines extended to their intersection) and a line connecting such right-
of-way lines at points 30 feet from the intersection of the right-of-way lines, or within 30 feet of 
the intersection of a street right-of-way line and the edge of a driveway. 
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604.09 Electronic Changeable Copy Signs. 

Electronic changeable copy signs, as defined in this Development Code, regardless of the technology 
employed, must conform to the following standards: 

(a) All electronic changeable copy signs viewable from a public street or sidewalk shall present only 
static displays (still pictures and printing). Such signs not viewable from a public street or side-
walk may display movies, animation or video containing motion. 

(b) Each static image shall be maintained for a duration of at least 8 seconds. The change time be-
tween each static image shall be perceived as Instantaneous within the capability of the tech-
nology employed (generally about 1/10th of a second). 

(c) For signs viewable from a public street or sidewalk, no flashing, scrolling, or other variation in 
the static image that gives an illusion of movement or variation in light intensity during the dis-
play of a single image is allowed. 

(d) LED signs. 

In addition to all other requirements of this Section 604.09 and this Article, LED signs (as defined 
in this Development Code) must comply with the following: 

(1) All such signs shall be “tri-color” signs or better, in which each pixel consists of a group of at 
least one red, green and blue LED or similar light emitting device. 

(2) Maximum distances between pixels shall be as follows: 

a. For building signs, no more than 5 mm between pixels, measured center-to-center 
both horizontally and vertically. 
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b. For freestanding signs (including billboards as defined in this Development Code), no 
more than 16 mm between pixels, measured center-to-center both horizontally and 
vertically. 

(3) All such signs shall be certified by a Nationally Recognized Testing Laboratory (NRTL) recog-
nized by the US Occupational Safety & Health Administration (OSHA) in accordance with 29 
C.F.R. 1910.7. 

(4) Maximum brightness. 

a. The sign must employ a light sensing device that adjusts the brightness as ambient 
light conditions change. 

b. The sign shall not operate at a brightness level of more than 0.30 foot candles above 
ambient light levels measured at 100 feet from the sign (150 feet for sign faces greater 
than 100 square feet in area), as certified under paragraph (f) below. 

(5) A fail safe device shall be installed that, in the event of a failure of the light sensing device, 
drops the brightness level to the lowest night-time level allowed, regardless of the time of 
day. 

(e) Other electronic changeable copy signs. 

(1) Electronic changeable copy signs utilizing TV-type displays (LCD or Plasma, for instance) 
must comply with the following in addition to all other applicable requirements of this Sec-
tion 604.09 and this Article: 

a. Such signs shall be installed only as building signs. 

b. Such signs shall have a minimum resolution of 1080p (High Definition) or equivalent. 

c. At any time of the day or night, such signs shall not operate at a brightness level of 
more than 0.30 foot candles above ambient light levels measured at 100 feet from the 
sign (150 feet for sign faces greater than 100 square feet in area), as certified under 
paragraph (f) below. 

(2) Electronic changeable copy signs utilizing incandescent bulbs are not allowed. 

(f) As part of an application for a sign permit, the sign owner must provide the City with a written 
statement from the installer that the sign will comply with the City’s brightness requirements 
and all other requirements of this Section 604.09, and shall certify to such compliance within 30 
days after installation of the sign.  

(g) Operation of an electronic changeable copy sign in violation of any provision of this Section 
604.09, including overriding the sign’s light-sensing or fail-safe devices, may result in the discon-
nection of the electrical power supply to the sign at the owner’s expense, under the procedures 
of Section 614. 

 

Section 605. Regulation of Principal Freestanding and Principal Building Signs. 

605.01 Applicability. 

(a) This Section applies only to principal signs, as defined in this Development Code, that are per-
manent and freestanding on a property or attached to a building, and that are not otherwise ex-
empt from these Sign Regulations. 
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(b) Additional signage that is regulated on a property include: 

(1) Project entrance signs, under Section 606; 

(2) Miscellaneous freestanding signs, miscellaneous building signs, and other types of specific 
signs enumerated under Section 608; and, 

(3) Temporary signs, under Section 609. 

(c) Signs in planned development districts. 

For signs located within a project zoned as a Planned Development District, each property or in-
dividual project within the planned development shall conform to the sign regulations estab-
lished as part of the zoning approval for the planned development. If no such provisions are in-
cluded in the zoning approval of the planned development, each property or individual devel-
opment within a planned development shall conform to the provisions of this Article in accord-
ance with the land use of said property (or the predominant use of the ground floor in the case 
of a mixed-use building). 

(d) Signs for mixed-use buildings. 

For buildings that are occupied or designed for occupancy by both residential and nonresidential 
uses, the signage regulations that apply shall be based on the predominant use of the ground 
floor of the building. 

605.02 Principal Signs—Residential Use Property. 

All principal freestanding and principal building signs erected or placed on a property or development 
occupied by a single-family or multi-family residential use shall comply with the following provisions: 

(a) Principal freestanding signs on individual properties are not allowed. Project entrance signs are 
allowed in lieu of principal freestanding signs for single-family and multi-family developments. 
See Section 606. 

(b) In all residential zoning districts, one building sign per housing unit is allowed. These signs shall 
not exceed one square foot in sign face area. If affixed to a multi-tenant building in an RM dis-
trict or property zoned for multi-family purposes, the building sign shall not exceed 4 square 
feet in size. 

(c) A single-family detached home, townhouse condominium or manufactured home, located on an 
individual lot, must comply with the provisions of this Section and Table 6-A under “single-family 
residence”. 

(d) Multi-family developments, such as apartments, condominiums, manufactured home parks, 
nursing homes and other residential developments occupying a single property in common, 
must comply with the provisions of this Section and Table 6-A under “multi-family develop-
ments”. 

(e) Other (non-principal) signage allowed. 

(1) For other permanent freestanding signage allowed within a multi-family development, see 
Section 608.01 regarding miscellaneous freestanding signs. 

(2) For temporary signage on any residential property, see Section 609. 
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Table 6-A: Principal Freestanding and Building Signs—Residential Uses 

 Single-Family Residence 1 Multi-Family Developments 2 

Principal Freestanding Signs   

Max. number of Principal 
Freestanding Signs None 3 None 4 

Principal Building Signs   

Number of Building Signs (wall or 
window signs) 1 per housing unit 

1 per housing unit, 
1 per multi-family building 

Maximum sign face area of 
Building Signs 1 sq. ft. per housing unit 

1 sq. ft. for each housing unit, 
4 sq. ft. per multi-family 

building 

Max. percent coverage if placed in 
Window 

Covering no more than 20% of 
window 

Covering no more than 20% of 
window 

Sign Characteristics   

Animated Not allowed Not allowed 

Changeable Copy Sign—Manual Not allowed Not allowed 

Changeable Copy Sign—Electronic Not allowed Not allowed 

Illumination, internal Not allowed Not allowed 

Illumination, external Not allowed Not allowed 

Illumination, exposed bulbs or 
neon Not allowed Not allowed 

 

 

605.03 Principal Signs—Nonresidential Use Property. 

All principal freestanding and principal building signs erected or placed on a property or development 
occupied by a nonresidential use5 shall comply with the following provisions: 

                                                           
1 Includes one-family dwellings, townhouses and manufactured homes on individual lots. 
2 Includes all residential developments occupying a single property in common, such as apartments, condominiums, manufactured home 

parks, and nursing homes. 
3 Principal freestanding signs are not allowed on a single-family residential lot. (See, however, Temporary Signs, under Section 609.) 

Principal freestanding signs on a single-family development are limited to Project Entrance Signs (see Section 606). 
4 Principal freestanding signs on a multi-family development are limited to Project Entrance Signs (see Section 606). For other 

freestanding signs allowed on a multi-family development property, see Miscellaneous Freestanding Signs under Section 608.01 and 
Temporary Signs, under Section 609. 
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(a) Principal freestanding signs. 

Principal freestanding signs on a property shall comply with the provisions of this Section and 
the restrictions for such signs as shown on Table 6-B for the zoning applicable to the property. 

(1) Type of freestanding signs allowed. 

Principal freestanding signs on nonresidential use properties shall be monument or hybrid 
monument signs (as defined in this Development Code). All such signs shall be mounted on 
a base constructed of the same material matching the façade of the principal use (brick, 
stone, stucco or wood) or similar quality, color and texture as the primary masonry materi-
als used in the exterior finish of the primary structure on the site. The accent materials may 
be approved by the Community Development Director on a case-by-case basis. 

(2) Joint signs.  

Multiple businesses in a planned center on a single parcel shall share the number of free-
standing signs allowed on the parcel as joint signs.   

(3) Any principal freestanding sign located within a parking lot or other area accessible by vehi-
cles shall be surrounded by protective curbing, the area within which shall be landscaped in 
accordance with the requirements of Section 607.01.  No freestanding sign shall be permit-
ted to encroach in a parking area to such extent that the remaining parking spaces fail to 
meet the standards of this Development Code for off-street parking.  

(4) Freestanding sign faces shall be mounted on architecturally treated sign structures. 

(5) A principal freestanding sign must be set back at least 10 feet from the edge of any en-
trance driveway providing direct access from a street. This setback shall not apply to any 
parking lot spaces, parking lot aisle or internal drive on the property. See also Section 
604.08 regarding height limitations within the Visibility Clearance Area. 

(6) Land-locked properties. 

a. Places of business within nonresidential zoning districts that do not own road front-
age, may be granted approval of a principal freestanding sign on or near the access 
easement to their business provided written permission is obtained from the property 
owner.  

b. Multiple buildings or properties served by a common access easement shall share one 
joint sign at the road frontage as described in Paragraph (2) above. The Community 
Development Director may allow one principal freestanding sign serving multiple par-
cels that share the same access easement.  

(b) Principal building signs.  

Principal building signs on a nonresidential property shall comply with the provisions of this Sub-
section and the restrictions for such signs shown on Table 6-B for the use applicable to the 
property. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                         
5 Nonresidential uses include commercial retail and service establishments, professional and other offices, motels, institutional uses such 

as fraternal organizations and places of worship, industries, and storage and transfer warehouses, and others as defined in this 
Development Code. 
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(1) Wall, projecting or canopy signs.  

a. Wall or projecting signs shall not extend above the parapet wall of a building or eave 
line of a pitched roof.  

b. Canopy sign, projecting sign and wall sign requirements shall be interchangeable; all 
such signs are regulated collectively as “building signs”.  

(2)  Window signs coverage. 

No more than 50% of the total area of all windows and glass doors shall be covered by a 
principal building sign, per facade. Incidental signs as defined in this Development Code are 
not counted toward window coverage. Window signs are allowed in all non-residential zon-
ing districts except the O-N zoning district.  
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Table 6-B: Principal Freestanding and Building Signs—Nonresidential Uses 

 
Property Zoned O-N 

(Office-Neighborhood) 

All Other Nonresidential Properties 6 

 One or Two Tenants 7 Three or More Tenants 

Principal 
Freestanding Signs 

 

  

Max. number of 
Principal Freestanding 
Signs 

1 per property 1 per street frontage 1 per street frontage 

1 street frontage:     

Max. area of Principal 
Freestanding Sign face 24 sq. ft. 50 sq. ft. 

1 sq. ft. per linear foot 
of frontage, up to a 

maximum of 150 sq. ft. 

Max. height of sign 8 ft. 8 ft. 15 ft. 

2 street frontages:    

Max. area of Principal 
Freestanding Sign face 24 sq. ft. 

100 sq. ft. total for both 
signs  

(max. 1 sign 64 sq. ft.) 

Each sign: 1 sq. ft. per 
linear foot of frontage, 

up to a maximum of 
150 sq. ft. 

Max. height of signs 8 ft. 12 ft. 15 ft. 

Min. setback from 
street right-of-way 
line 8 

0 ft. 0 ft. 0 ft. 

Monument sign 
allowed Yes Yes Yes 

Hybrid monument sign 
allowed Yes Yes Yes 

Column sign allowed No No No 

Pole sign allowed No No No 

Changeable Copy Sign 
allowed on Freestand-
ing Sign 

No Yes, manually activated 
or electronic 

Yes, manually activated 
or electronic 

    

                                                           
6 See Adjustments, below. 
7 “Tenant” as defined in this Development Code: A natural person, business or other entity that occupies land or buildings by ownership, 

under a lease, through payment of rent, or at will; an occupant, inhabitant, or dweller of a place. Subtenants are not considered 
“tenants” for the purposes of this Article. 

8 See the Visibility Clearance Area setback requirements under Section 604.08. 
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Table 6-B: Principal Freestanding and Building Signs—Nonresidential Uses 

 
Property Zoned O-N 

(Office-Neighborhood) 

All Other Nonresidential Properties 6 

 One or Two Tenants 7 Three or More Tenants 

Principal Building 
Signs 

   

Max. number of 
Principal Building Signs 1 

1 per 300 linear feet of 
tenant frontage, per 

façade 

1 per tenant frontage, 
per façade 

Max. area of sign face 10 sq. ft. 

The greater of 2 sq. ft. 
per linear foot of 

tenant frontage, or 20% 
of each tenant’s facade 

The greater of 2 sq. ft. 
per linear foot of 

tenant frontage, or 20% 
of each tenant’s facade 

Max. percent coverage 
if placed in Window Not allowed 

Covering no more than 
50% of total window 
and  glass door area 

per facade 

Covering no more than 
50% of total window 

and glass door area per 
facade 

Changeable Copy Sign 
allowed on Building  Yes, manually activated 

only 
Yes, manually activated 

only 

Sign Characteristics    

Animated Not allowed Not allowed Not allowed 

Illumination, internal Not allowed Yes, with restrictions 9 Yes, with restrictions 9 

Illumination, external Not allowed Yes Yes 

Illumination, exposed 
bulbs or neon Not allowed Not allowed Not allowed 

 

605.04 Adjustments. 

The maximum size of certain principal signs may be increased, or the sign restrictions otherwise 
modified, under any one of the following circumstances.  

(a) Property Adjacent to a Major Roadway. 

(1) The following thoroughfares are established as “major roadways” in the City’s Comprehen-
sive Plan: Peachtree Industrial Boulevard, US 23/SR 13 (Buford Highway), SR 120 (Duluth 
Highway/Abbotts Bridge Road), and Pleasant Hill Road.  

(2) For nonresidential uses fronting on any of these major roadways, the following adjustments 
are allowed for each principal freestanding sign on the property: 

                                                           
9 See Sections 603.03(q) and 604.06. 
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Table 6-C: Major Roadway Adjustment 

Posted 
Speed Limit 

 Nonresidential Properties Not Zoned O-N 

 One or Two Tenants  Three or More Tenants 

35 mph 
(No increase) 

Max. area of sign face 50 sq. ft. 
1 sq. ft. per linear foot of 

frontage, up to a 
maximum of 150 sq. ft. 

Max. height of sign 8 ft. 15 ft. 

1 Street 
Frontage 

   

45 mph 
Max. area of sign face 64 sq. ft. 

1.3 sq. ft. per linear foot 
of frontage, up to a 

maximum of 200 sq. ft. 

Max. height of sign 11 ft. 17 ft. 

55 mph 
Max. area of sign face 80 sq. ft. 

1.6 sq. ft. per linear foot 
of frontage, up to a 

maximum of 240 sq. ft. 

Max. height of sign 12 ft. 19 ft. 

2 Street 
Frontages 

   

45 mph 
Max. area of sign face 80 sq. ft. 

1.3 sq. ft. per linear foot 
of frontage, up to a 

maximum of 200 sq. ft. 

Max. height of sign 12 ft. 17 ft. 

55 mph 
Max. area of sign face 100 sq. ft. 

1.6 sq. ft. per linear foot 
of frontage, up to a 

maximum of 240 sq. ft. 

Max. height of sign 13 ft. 19 ft. 
Source: Multipliers are drawn from Context-Sensitive Signage Design, Marya Morris, Mark L. Hinshaw, 
Douglas Mace, Alan Weinstein, American Planning Association Planning Advisory Service, Chicago IL., June 
2001. 

 

(b) Property Located within the Community Activity Center Character Area. 

(1) The Community Activity Center Character Area is described in the City’s Comprehensive 
Plan and shown as to its locations and boundaries on the Comprehensive Plan’s Future De-
velopment Map: “Character Areas”.  

(2) For any nonresidential use located within the Community Activity Center Character Area, 
the following adjustments to the principal freestanding signs on the property are allowed: 
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Table 6-D: Community Activity Center Adjustment 

 Nonresidential Properties Not Zoned O-N 

 One or Two Tenants  Three or More Tenants 

1 street frontage   

Max. area of sign face 80 sq. ft. 1 sq. ft. per linear foot of frontage, 
up to a maximum of 200 sq. ft. 

Max. height of sign 12 ft. 17 ft. 

2 street frontages   

Max. area of sign face 
160 sq. ft. total for both signs  

(max. 1 sign 120 sq. ft.) 

Each sign: 1 sq. ft. per linear foot 
of frontage, up to a maximum of 

200 sq. ft. 

Max. height of signs 14 ft. 17 ft. 
 

(c) Property Located within Downtown Duluth. 

Downtown Duluth consists of the area zoned Central Business District (CBD). Within the CBD, 
the following adjustments are allowed: 

(1) Historic Pole Signs.  

One historic pole sign shall be allowed on a property in the CBD dis-
trict. Historic pole signs shall have hanging signage, shall be “L” 
shaped and fabricated of wrought iron or similar material. The sign 
structure shall not exceed 10 feet in height and shall not overhang 
the sidewalk or right-of-way. The maximum sign face for this type of 
sign shall be 16 square feet. This type of sign shall be permitted in 
lieu of a monument sign and not in addition to. An example of a his-
toric pole sign is illustrated on the right. 

(2) Building Signs. 

a. Building signs that are located on or project from a wall, cano-
py or marquee of a principal building may extend above the parapet wall of a building 
or eave line of a pitched roof, but to no greater extent than one-half the height of the 
sign. The following are examples of the extension of such signs: 
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b. One building sign on each façade of a building that adjoins a public street or pedestri-
an walkway may be an electronic changeable copy sign that complies with the provi-
sions of Section 604.09, or a neon sign, or an illuminated sign using an internal or ex-
ternal light source. 

(3) Window Signs.  

Window signs are encouraged in the CBD in order to promote identity and the look 
and feel of a pedestrian shopping village. Window signs collectively are allowed to 
cover up to 75% of the total area of all windows and glass doors, per facade. Window 
signs may be painted on the inside of the window. Adhesive lettering shall not be al-
lowed. Neon signs shall be allowed in the window but hand written signs that are pro-
hibited under Section 603.03(h) shall not be allowed.  

(4) Portable Signs.  

Downtown merchants may display one removable A-frame, sandwich board, easel or side-
walk sign on the sidewalk in front of the respective business during regular business hours 
without a sign permit. The sign must be placed within 10 feet of the main customer en-
trance to the building. However, signs may not be placed on the right-of-way, Town Green 
or become a visual obstruction to oncoming traffic or block the sidewalk for pedestrian ac-
tivity. These signs may be double faced and shall be limited to 6 square feet per side with a 
maximum height of 4 feet.  

(5) Prohibited Materials. 

Printed plastic, flat vinyl, flat metal, and adhesive lettering materials for signs shall be pro-
hibited. 

Section 606. Regulation of Project Entrance Signs. 

606.01 Applicability. 

This Section applies to all project entrance signs, as defined herein, that are located at the designated 
entrances to a residential subdivision, a multi-family development, or a nonresidential subdivision 
(such as an office park or industrial park). 

606.02 Sign Structure. 

All project entrance sign faces shall be mounted on an architecturally treated monument sign struc-
ture or an architecturally treated decorative wall. 

606.03 Project Entrance Sign Installations. 

Designs for project entrance signs are classified as two types: 

(1) Single Sign Installation: A project entrance sign designed as a single sign structure with two 
back-to-back faces, oriented to be seen from both directions on the road adjacent to the 
development.  

 

 

 

 
Seen from this direction Adjacent Road ROW Seen from this direction 
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(2) Dual Sign Installation: A project entrance sign designed as two separate sign structures, 
each with a single sign face individually oriented toward the intersection so as to be viewed 
from only one direction on the road adjacent to the development, and each located on op-
posite sides of the project entrance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

(3) If the developer chooses to construct two signs per entrance, these signs shall be placed on 
either side of the roadway; signs cannot be constructed in a center island of any roadway. 

606.04 Entrances to Subdivisions. 

(a) A subdivision may have a single or a dual project entrance sign installation at any entrance into 
the subdivision from an adjoining street outside the subdivision. 

(b) In addition to any principal freestanding signage allowed on a lot within a nonresidential subdi-
vision under Section 605.03(a), if the lot is a corner lot located at an entrance into any residen-
tial or nonresidential subdivision, then such lot may contain no more than one permanent pro-
ject entrance sign for the subdivision in accordance with the provisions for such signs on Table 
6-E.   

(c) If a dual sign installation is planned, one project entrance sign may be placed on each corner lot 
flanking the entrance. 

606.05 Entrances to Un-Subdivided Developments. 

In addition to any principal freestanding signage allowed on a lot, if any, a multi-family development 
or a residential or nonresidential condominium project may contain project entrance signs as follows: 
a single or a dual project entrance sign installation is allowed at any entrance into the development 
from an adjoining street outside the development, in accordance with the provisions for such signs 
on Table 6-E. 

606.06 Illumination. 

(a) Any project entrance sign may be lighted by external illumination. If floodlights or other incan-
descent bulbs are used, they may not be directed onto the street or toward vehicular traffic. If 
neon tubes are used, they must be shielded from view. 

(b) Internal illumination, including channeled letter signs and electronic changeable copy signs, may 
be used for office park or industrial park subdivisions. 

 

 

Table 6-E: Project Entrance Signs—By Land Use 

 Residential Use Nonresidential Use 

Adjacent Road ROW Seen only from this direction Seen only from this direction 
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One sign structure 
with one sign facing 
intersection 

One sign structure 
with one sign facing 
intersection 
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 Single-Family 
Subdivision 10 

Multi-Family 
Development 11 

Office or Industrial Park 
(subdivision) 

Project Entrance Signs    

Max. number of Project 
Entrance Signs per 
development 

1 single or dual sign 
installation at each 
entrance into the 

subdivision 

1 single or a dual sign 
installation at each 
entrance into the 

development 

1 single or a dual sign 
installation at each 
entrance into the 

subdivision 

Max. number per project 
entrance 

1 sign per corner lot at 
an entrance into the 

subdivision 
(2 signs per entrance) 

2 signs at each entrance 
fronting on a separate 

street 

1 sign per corner lot at 
an entrance into the 

subdivision 
(2 signs per entrance) 

Max. sign face area 12 50 sq. ft. each 50 sq. ft. each 50 sq. ft. each 

Max. sign height 15 ft. 15 ft. 15 ft. 

Sign Characteristics    

Animated Not allowed Not allowed Not allowed 

Changeable copy -Manual Not allowed Not allowed Not allowed 

Changeable copy-
Electronic Not allowed Not allowed Allowed 

Illumination, external Allowed Allowed Allowed 

Illumination, internal Not allowed Not allowed Allowed 

Illumination by exposed 
bulbs or neon tubes Not allowed Not allowed Not allowed 

 

Section 607. Landscaping Requirements for Signs. 

All signs regulated under Section 605 except for single-family residences, and under Section 606, 
shall meet or exceed the standards of this Section. 

607.01 Landscaping Required. 

There shall be established a landscaping area along the long side of each principal freestanding sign 
and each project entrance sign that extends no less than 2 feet out from the sign face. The sign land-
scaping area may be at ground level or accommodated within planters created as an integral part of 
the sign base. Within this sign landscaping area, the following standards shall apply: 

(a) All portions of the sign landscaping area shall be covered by landscape materials, as defined in 
this Development Code. A minimum of 80% of the required landscape area shall be covered 
with living plant materials, which may include any combination of ground covers and shrubs. 

                                                           
10 Includes one-family dwellings, townhouses and manufactured homes on individual lots. 
11 Includes all residential developments occupying a single property in common, such as apartments, condominiums, manufactured home 

parks, and nursing homes. 
12 If two signs are planned, signs shall be symmetrical in size and shape and shall not exceed 50 square feet each. 
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(b) Shrubs that are provided within the sign landscaping area must be at least 12 inches tall at the 
time of planting, and be of a species that will not normally exceed 4 feet in height at maturity. 

(c) Plant materials may be clustered for decorative effect following professional landscaping stand-
ards for spacing, location and design. 

607.02 Maintenance of required plant materials. 

The owner, tenant and their agent, if any, and their successors and assigns shall be jointly and sever-
ally responsible for the maintenance in good condition of the plant materials used to meet the mini-
mum landscaping requirements of this Section.  

Section 608. Additional Regulations for Specific Types of Signs. 

608.01 Miscellaneous Freestanding Signs.  

Freestanding signs in addition to those regulated under Section 605 are allowed as accessory uses on 
a property occupied by a residential, commercial, industrial or institutional use if each sign complies 
with all of the following: 

(a) Permanently installed miscellaneous freestanding signs may be located within the area between 
a street right-of-way line and the minimum building setback required from that street right-of-
way line for the zoning of the property, if such signs are located within 3 feet of driveways that 
provide access into or from the property. 

There shall be no more than 2 such signs per driveway and each such sign shall not exceed 
6 square feet in sign face area nor be more than 3 feet in height. 

(b) Miscellaneous freestanding signs located farther from the street than the minimum building 
setback from that street right-of-way line required by the zoning of the property, shall be al-
lowed as follows: 

(1) On a property occupied by a multi-family or nonresidential use, one miscellaneous sign not 
to exceed 32 square feet in sign face area or more than 8 feet in height may be located on 
the property for each principal building on the lot, or for each drive-through service win-
dow on the building.  

(2) Other miscellaneous freestanding signs are allowed beyond the minimum building setback, 
provided that such signs are no more than 6 square feet in sign face area nor more than 3 
feet in height (except signs that are required by law to be higher than 3 feet, such as those 
marking a handicapped parking space).  

(3) Portable signs are not allowed as miscellaneous freestanding signs 
except for an A-Frame sign for a nonresidential use (also known as a 
“sandwich board” sign). Such A-Frame signs must be located no far-
ther from an entrance to the owner’s business than 6 feet, and may 
be no larger than 6 square feet in sign face area nor be more than 3 
feet in height. Such A-Frame signs must be stored indoors when the 
owner’s establishment is not open for business. 

608.02 Miscellaneous Building Signs. 

Miscellaneous building signs (as defined in this Development Code) not other-
wise prohibited under 603.03, are allowed on nonresidential use properties in 
addition to the principal building signs allowed under Section 605.03(b), as fol-

 
A-Frame Sign 
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lows: 

(a) General miscellaneous building signs. 

Miscellaneous building signs are allowed, provided that such signs shall be placed only on a ten-
ant space façade fronting on a dedicated public street. Such signs are limited as follows: 

(1) For single-occupant buildings, the maximum aggregate area for all miscellaneous building 
signs shall be 1 square foot of sign face area per linear foot of the length of the tenant 
frontage (as defined in this Article) on which the signs are affixed, or 10% of the area of the 
façade, whichever is greater. No single such sign shall be larger than 6 square feet in sign 
face area. 

(2) For planned centers, the maximum aggregate area for all miscellaneous building signs for 
each tenant space shall be 1 square foot of sign face area per linear foot of the tenant 
frontage (as defined in this Article), or 10% of the area of the tenant’s façade, whichever is 
greater. No single such sign shall be larger than 6 square feet in sign face area. 

(3) Such miscellaneous building signs placed in a window may not result in the obstruction of 
more than 50% of the window area in combination with all other signs in the window. 

(b) Subtenant signs. 

(1) Each business that occupies space within a principal business as a subtenant is allowed one 
wall sign in addition to the principal building sign allowed for the principal business under 
Section 605.03(b). Each subtenant wall sign shall not exceed 20 square feet in sign face ar-
ea, nor shall the total for all such subtenant signs collectively exceed the sign face area al-
lowed for the principal business.  

(2) The following are examples of subtenant wall signs allowed by this Subsection: 

 

   
 

 

(c) Sidewalk pedestrian signs. 

Each tenant (other than a subtenant) located within a planned center is allowed to have one 
sidewalk pedestrian sign in lieu of an under-canopy sign allowed by this Article, as follows: 

(1) The sidewalk pedestrian sign must be post mounted in a sidewalk planter. 

(2) Each such sign is allowed to have a maximum sign face area of 6 square feet. 

(3) The following is an example of sidewalk pedestrian signs allowed by this Subsection: 
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(d) Convenience stores and service stations with pump islands.  

Additional signage is permitted as follows: 

(1) One sign per freestanding or building canopy face per public street frontage with a maxi-
mum of 16 square feet each is allowed. The canopy sign shall not extend above or below 
the edge of the canopy. 

(2) Spreader bars (signs located under canopy over pump islands) shall be limited to no more 
than two signs per spreader bar, not to exceed 4 square feet per sign. However, total 
square footage for all spreader bars shall not exceed 24 square feet. 

(3) On-site separate drive-through car wash building(s), shall be allowed one permanent wall 
sign, not to exceed 8 square feet with an approved sign permit. This sign shall be for inci-
dental purposes only. 

(e) Service entrance signs. 

For any tenant space that has a service entrance at the rear of the building, at least one service 
entrance sign is required.  

(1) Service entrance signs shall be located directly on or adjacent to the service entrance door. 

(2) The combined area of signs at a single service entrance shall not exceed 6 square feet and 
must be clearly legible for public safety personnel. 

608.03 Billboards. 

In addition to the general regulations and restrictions applying to all sign classifications, billboard 
signs (as defined in this Development Code) shall comply with the following: 

(a) All applications for billboards shall be accompanied by written permission of the owner of the 
property on which the proposed sign is to be placed, a site plan showing the proposed location 
of the sign, and a scale drawing of the sign. 

(b) Billboards will be permitted only on undeveloped property that is zoned M-1 or M-2 and shall be 
removed when a Land Disturbance (i.e., Clearing, Grubbing, Grading or Development) Permit is 
issued for development on the property on which a billboard is located.  

(c) Location and Spacing. 

(1) No billboard shall be placed within 500 feet of a residence, church, school, park or ceme-
tery. 

(2) No billboard shall be located within 1,000 feet of another billboard as measured along the 
right-of-way of the street or streets on which such billboard is located, and provided fur-
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ther that no billboard may be located closer than 500 feet to another billboard in any direc-
tion. 

(3) Billboards shall be erected only in the buildable area of the lot. No trees or other vegetation 
shall be cut or removed in locating or erecting a billboard. 

(d) Size and Height Regulations.  

No billboard sign shall exceed 50 square feet or have more than one sign face or exceed 12 feet 
in height. 

(e) Conformance to State Law. 

Any billboard located or to be located within 660 feet of the nearest edge of the right-of-way of 
a U.S. or State-numbered highway (which includes SR 13/US 23—Buford Highway, and SR 120—
Duluth Highway/Abbotts Bridge Road), or located or to be located beyond 660 feet of such 
highway but visible and intended to be read from such highway, must comply with the follow-
ing: 

(1) Such sign shall comply with all applicable requirements of the Georgia Outdoor Advertising 
Act, O.C.G.A. 32-6-70 et seq. 

(2) Such sign shall comply with all requirements of this Article and, specifically, this Section 
608.03.  

(3) In the case of a conflict between the Georgia Outdoor Advertising Act and the City’s regula-
tions, the billboard must comply with the most restrictive requirements with respect to 
each and every item of regulation. 

608.04 Flags. 

(a) All flags mounted on a flagpole must have a minimum vertical clearance of 8 feet above the 
ground, sidewalk, private drive or parking area, as applicable. Flags mounted on a pole project-
ing from a building must provide a minimum vertical clearance of 8 feet above a sidewalk or 
other area of pedestrian movement. 

(b) No flag on the property of a residential use shall exceed 15 square feet in area or be higher than 
40 feet above the ground when mounted on a flagpole.  

(c) Nonresidential uses are limited to three flags, each of which must be mounted on a flagpole, re-
sulting in no more than three flagpoles on a nonresidential property. 

(d) The display of the Flag of the United States of America shall be guided by Title 4, Section 3 of the 
US Code, which prohibits the use of the American Flag for commercial purposes. 

608.05 Suspended Signs. 

(a) Suspended signs must have a minimum clearance of 8 feet to grade. 

(b) If any sign is located within, suspended over or projects above a public right-of-way, the sign 
owner shall obtain and maintain in force liability insurance for such a sign in such form and such 
amount as the Community Development Director may reasonably from time to time determine, 
provided that the amount of such liability insurance shall be at least $500,000.00 per occurrence 
per sign. 

608.06 Changeable Copy Signs. 

(a) Manually activated changeable copy signs. 
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Manually activated changeable copy signs are permitted in conjunction with freestanding signs, 
wall signs, and joint signs so long as the changeable copy portion of the sign face does not ex-
ceed 60% of the overall sign face of the freestanding or wall signs or 30% of the overall sign face 
of a joint sign; and provided that the total sign face does not exceed the size limitations imposed 
elsewhere by this Article. 

(b) Electronic changeable copy signs. 

Electronic changeable copy signs may be installed on any freestanding principal sign or principal 
building on a property occupied by a nonresidential use in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 605.03. 

Section 609. Temporary Signs.  

609.01 Temporary Signs; Allowed. 

(a) Certain signs in addition to those allowed under Section 605 and Section 608 are allowed on a 
property through the issuance of a temporary sign permit . Such temporary signs shall not be re-
stricted as to the message displayed on the sign, but must comply with the provisions of this 
Section. 

(b) Temporary signs must comply with all requirements of this Article, including the prohibitions of 
Section 603.03 and general requirements applying to all signs, except as modified by the provi-
sions of this Section. 

(c) Fixed location: All temporary signs must be installed at a fixed location, either attached to the 
ground as a freestanding sign or attached to a building. Temporary signs shall not be attached to 
a vehicle or other movable, animated or portable device, or attached to, held by or displayed 
upon a person. 

609.02 Issuance of a Temporary Sign Permit. 

(a) A temporary sign may not be displayed unless a permit is issued pursuant to Section 610.02, un-
less otherwise exempt under Section 603.02. 

(b) A temporary sign permit shall only be valid for a period of thirty (30) days from the date of issu-
ance, after which time the owner of the temporary sign or owner of the premises where such 
sign is located shall remove the sign from the premises. 

(c) (c) No more than one (1) temporary sign permit may be issued to the same premises per quar-
ter, not to exceed four (4) temporary sign permits per one (1) calendar year.   

609.03 Size of Temporary Signs. 

Temporary signs are restricted to the following sign areas and sign heights: 

(a) Single-family residential, townhouse condominium or manufactured home lot.  

Temporary signs located on such subdivided lots shall not exceed 6 square feet in sign face area 
and 5 feet in height. 

(b) Residential or nonresidential subdivision or condominium development under construction. 

Signage within a residential or nonresidential subdivision or condominium development under 
construction shall not exceed 32 square feet in sign face area and 8 feet in height.  
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(c) Multi-family, manufactured home park or nonresidential use property (as defined in this Arti-
cle).  

Temporary signs located on a multi-family, manufactured home park, or nonresidential use 
property shall not exceed 32 square feet in total sign face area and 8 feet in height per sign. 

609.04 Location of Temporary Signs. 

(a) All temporary signs shall be located as follows: 

(1) At least 10 feet from any street right-of-way line, back of street curb or edge of street 
pavement, whichever is farthest from the street.  

(2) At least 10 feet from any side or rear property line and the pavement edge of a driveway.  

(3) Temporary signs located within 30 feet of an intersection of two streets or a driveway and a 
street shall be no more than 3 feet in height.  

(b) Temporary signs are not allowed to be placed within or over a public street right-of-way or pri-
vate street easement.  

(c) A temporary sign must be a freestanding sign or a building sign (as defined in this Article), and 
shall not be affixed to any tree, utility pole or official traffic sign or structure. 

A temporary sign shall be erected and maintained only with the permission of the owner of the 
property upon which the sign is located. 

609.05 Construction and Lighting Standards of Temporary Signs. 

(a) Construction standards for signs requiring building permits. 

A temporary sign for which issuance of a building permit is required by the Building Code shall 
meet the same engineering design and materials standards as for permanent signs as required 
by the Building Code. 

(b) Construction standards for signs not requiring building permits. 

(1) Nonpermanent but water-resistant construction materials may be used, such as but not 
limited to poster board, foam core board or illustration board. 

(2) The words, letters, figures, symbols, logos, fixtures, colors or other design elements that 
convey the sign’s message shall be permanently applied to the sign’s face.  

(c) Electronic and manual changeable copy signs shall not be allowed. 

(d) Lighting. 

Temporary signs shall not be illuminated. 

609.06 Temporary Banners, Portable Signs, Festoons and Inflatable Signs. 

All of the following types of signs are allowed one (1) time only for a change in use or change in oc-
cupancy of the premises from two (2) weeks prior to the change in use or occupancy until two (2) 
weeks after the change in use or occupancy with the issuance of a temporary sign permit, and in ac-
cordance with the duration, number, size, location and lighting limitations of Section 609. For holiday 
or seasonal decorations (in contrast to commercial signs), see Section 601.01. 

(a) Banners. 

Banners are allowed with the following additional provisions: 
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(1) For a banner that is no more than 12 square feet in sign face area, such banner shall be 
placed on the site or on a building in such a manner as not to create a safety hazard as de-
termined by the Community Development Director. They shall meet the same setback re-
quirements as all other temporary signs. Such a banner shall not be hung as an under-
canopy sign, flown as a flag, attached to or hung from an existing freestanding sign, or used 
as any other form of sign. 

(2) A banner that is more than 12 square feet in sign face area but no more than 24 square feet 
in size shall be allowed only as a wall or window sign and shall be placed flush upon the wall 
or window to which it is attached. Such a banner shall not be hung as an under-canopy sign, 
flown as a flag, or used as any other form of sign. 

(3) A banner that is larger than 24 square feet in size is not allowed. 

(b) Portable signs. 

No more than one portable sign is allowed on a property developed for commercial, industrial 
or institutional use, subject to the following restrictions: 

(1) Maximum size: The maximum size of a portable sign shall not exceed 6 square feet per side. 
Said sign shall not have flashing lights or animated devices, but may be internally illuminat-
ed and may be a manually activated changeable copy sign. 

(2) Placement: The sign must be placed on the site in compliance with Section 609.04 of this 
Article. 

(3) Securely anchored: To prevent wind damage to the sign or other property, the sign must be 
securely anchored to the site in a manner acceptable to the Community Development Di-
rector. 

(4) Electrical connections: All electrical connections to the sign must be in compliance with the 
Electrical Code as adopted by the City, and must be inspected prior to use. 

(c) Festoons. 

Festoons such as strings of light bulbs and other illuminated devices, and strings of ribbons, tin-
sel, pennants, streamers, pinwheels or other similar devices designed to move in the wind are 
allowed, provided that no part of any such festoon shall be located in or over a public right-of-
way and no hazard to traffic safety shall be created. 

(d) Inflatable Signs. 

Inflatable signs, such as air or gas filled devices and other inflatable devices, are allowed on par-
cels greater than 2.5 acres in land area. Inflatable signs shall not exceed a total maximum of 
three hundred (300) square feet of sign area and be securely attached to the ground.  Inflatable 
signs must be de-inflated and properly disposed of or stored at the expiration of the permit pe-
riod. 

 

Section 610. Sign Permits; Requirements and Procedures. 

610.01 Issuance of Permits for Permanent Signs. 

(a) Sign permits; when required. 
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(1) The Department is hereby authorized to issue a sign permit for any permanent sign provid-
ed all requirements of this Article are met.  

(2) Except for signs that are exempt from the requirements of this Article under Section 603.02 
or are exempt from permitting under Section 610.01(b), below, a sign permit must be is-
sued by the Department before a permanent sign may be:  

a. Erected or relocated; 

b. Attached to, suspended from, or supported on a building or structure; or  

c. Altered, enlarged, or materially improved (including the replacement of a sign face 
with an electronic changeable copy sign).  

(3) Any sign using electrical wiring and connection shall require a sign permit and an electrical 
permit. Such a sign permit shall become null and void if an electrical permit is not secured, 
if required, or if the sign for which the permit was issued has not been completed within a 
period of 6 months after the date of issuance. 

(b) Permanent Signs exempt from permitting. 

The following signs may be erected or placed without securing a sign permit or payment of a 
fee, provided that each is located and maintained in accordance with the provisions of this Arti-
cle and all other applicable codes and regulations. 

(1) Miscellaneous freestanding signs allowed under Section 608.01, unless such signs require 
issuance of a building or electrical permit. 

(2) Miscellaneous building signs allowed under Section 608.02, unless such signs require issu-
ance of a building or electrical permit. 

(3) Flags meeting the standards of Section 608.04 do not require a sign permit for the flag. 
Flags mounted on a flagpole require a permit for the permanent flagpole itself. Permanent 
flagpoles are considered sign structures and must comply with the requirements of this Ar-
ticle as such.  

(4) Incidental signs at the entrance drive of residences, estates, farms, ranches, and plantations 
which do not exceed 1½ square feet in area. 

610.02 Issuance of Permits for Temporary Signs. 

(a) The Department is hereby authorized to issue a sign permit for any temporary sign provided all 
requirements of this Article are met. A temporary sign permit must be issued by the Department 
before a sign may be erected or attached to, suspended from, or supported on a building or 
structure except for signs that are exempt from the requirements of this Article under Section 
603.02 or are exempt from permitting under Section 610.01(b), above.  

(b) Any temporary sign using electrical wiring and connection shall require a sign permit and an 
electrical permit, both of which must be issued simultaneously. 

(c) Identification stickers issued by the Department of Planning and Development in conjunction 
with a temporary sign permit must be adhered to the front side of all signs approved under the 
permit and must be visible from the street. 

610.03 Application for a Sign Permit. 
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(a) An application for a sign permit (and accompanying building or electrical permit, if required) 
shall be made using the forms provided by the Planning Department, shall be filled in with all in-
formation required, and shall be submitted in the number of copies as required. Incomplete ap-
plications will be returned to the applicant without further review as though no application had 
been received. 

(b) Sign permit applications shall be accompanied by a scale drawing of each proposed sign, site 
plan for monument signs, drawing of facade of building elevation showing proposed placement 
of each wall, canopy or projecting sign and any other information which the Department may 
require in the exercise of sound discretion in acting upon the application. 

(c) Any person performing new electrical work relating to signs must apply for an electrical permit 
and hold a valid electrician's trade license issued by the State of Georgia to perform such work. 
If the electrical wiring exists from a previous sign and no new electrical wiring is necessary for il-
lumination, the sign company may connect the electrical service. 

(d) Use of Foreign Languages. 

(1) For any sign for which a Sign Permit is required that uses words in a language other than 
English, the English translation of the sign shall be provided on the Sign Permit Application. 
See also Section 604.07 regarding business names, street numbers and street names. 

(2) Nothing in this Section shall be construed to prohibit the use of foreign words or characters 
as long as they do not contain obscene language or advertise an illegal activity.  

610.04 Process for sign permit approval. 

(a) If the plans, specifications and intended use of the applied for sign or part thereof conform in all 
respects to the applicable provisions of this Article and the Duluth Building Code, a sign permit 
shall be issued.  

(b) Review time period.  

Upon receipt of a complete and proper application by the Department, the application will be 
reviewed and a sign permit will be issued or denied within the following time periods: 

(1) For a temporary sign: 10 days. 

(2) For a sign that is included in and found consistent with an approved Master Sign Plan: 5 
days. 

(3) For any other permanent sign: 30 days.  

If no decision is made by the Community Development Director within the applicable time peri-
od, then the permit shall be deemed to be approved.  

(c) If after review and investigation by the Department, it is determined that the application fails to 
meet the applicable provisions of this Article or the Duluth Building Code,  the permit shall be 
denied, and the Community Development Director shall notify the applicant in writing of the 
denial and reasons for denial. The written notice of denial shall be sent by certified mail to the 
designated address of the applicant on the application.  

610.05 Master Sign Plans. 

(a) Master Sign Plans that are required by this Article or that are submitted voluntarily for pre-
approval of sign permits must comply with the requirements of this Section. 
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(b) Master Sign Plans shall illustrate all proposed signs in sufficient detail so as to provide knowl-
edgeable review and design specificity. Master sign plans shall show, describe or illustrate all 
signs proposed to be located on a lot or within a development (and the buildings and structures 
related thereto) for which sign permits will be required under Section 610.01(a).  

(c) Master Sign Plans must include: 

(1) Location. 

An accurate drawing to scale showing the position of the sign or signs in relation to nearby 
buildings or structures (including other signs), driveways, parking areas, property and right-
of-way lines, and any other limiting site features (survey not required). The drawing must 
show or note (as applicable):  

a. The location and size of all other signs on the parcel that are proposed to remain;  

b. The distance in feet to the nearest existing freestanding sign; and  

c. The distance in feet from the location of the proposed sign(s) to the nearest residen-
tially zoned parcel.  

(2) Specifications. 

An accurate drawing to scale of the plans, specifications and method of construction and 
attachment of the sign or signs to the building or ground. The drawing shall specifically in-
clude the size of the sign structure(s) and sign face area(s), overall height of the sign(s), a 
site distance diagram, and any protective devices around the base of the sign(s). For any 
sign for which a building permit is required, the drawing shall be an engineered structural 
drawing designed to all Building Code requirements.   

(3) Design. 

The master sign plan shall include such drawings and specifications as may be required to 
clearly illustrate the design elements of the sign or signs, including the construction materi-
als, size, letter style and color of all elements of the sign(s), including the sign structure, the 
sign face, and background surfaces. The plan shall also show landscaping details meeting 
the requirements of this Article, including the extent of the designated landscaping area, 
the location of specific landscape materials, and the botanical and common name of plants 
by location on the plan. 

(d) Signs that are otherwise exempt under this Article need not be shown on the Master Sign Plan. 

(e) Approval. 

(1) A Master Sign Plan depicting signs that conform to all requirements of this Article may be 
approved administratively by the Community Development Director. 

(2) A Master Sign Plan depicting signs that exceed or modify one or more requirements of this 
Article may only be approved by the  . Following review of a complete application by the 
Planning Department, the plan will be placed on the agenda of the next available Planning 
Commission meeting. 

(3) Upon approval, the Master Sign Plan shall supersede any conflicting restrictions and regula-
tions of this Article for the property to which it pertains, and shall not be adversely affected 
by any subsequent amendments to this Article. If approval is denied by the Community De-
velopment Director or the Planning Commission, as applicable, the applicant may appeal to 
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the Zoning Board of Appeals in accordance with the provisions of the Appeals Article of this 
Development Code. 

(f) Recordation of approved Master Sign Plan. 

(1) The Master Sign Plan as approved must be recorded by the owner in the office of the Clerk 
of Superior Court and a copy of the approved Master Sign Plan, as recorded, must be filed 
with the Community Development Director prior to issuance of a sign permit for any part of 
the development or premises. 

(2) The recorded Master Sign Plan must be included in any sale, lease or other transfer of right 
of occupancy affecting any part of the development or premises to which the Master Sign 
Plan applies. 

(3) All tenants of the property or development, whether an owner, lessee, subtenant, purchas-
er or other occupant, must comply with the approved Master Sign Plan. 

610.06 Fees. 

(a) Fees for all types of sign permits shall be charged as set by the Mayor and Council from time to 
time. 

(b) The sign permit fee shall be required of all signs requiring issuance of a sign permit under Sec-
tion 610.01(a) or Section 601.01(a). A separate fee shall be charged for any required building or 
electrical permit. The exemption from sign fees does not waive compliance with the sign provi-
sions of this Article including but, not limited to, all size, height and location restrictions. 

(c) If a permit is not obtained prior to installation, each applicable permit is subject to double fee. 

Section 611. Nonconforming Signs. 

Any sign that was legally in existence on the effective date of this Article or any amendments thereto, 
and became nonconforming with respect to the requirements of this Article or any amendments 
thereto, may continue in existence as long as the size of the sign is not increased beyond that existing 
size on the effective date of this Article and any change thereto is made in conformance with this Ar-
ticle. 

611.01 Nonconforming Signs; Registration. 

The burden of proof that an existing sign qualifies as a legal nonconforming sign lies with the owner 
of the sign. Registration of a nonconforming sign is encouraged to establish its status, but is not re-
quired. 

(a) Any sign and sign structure that is or has become a nonconforming sign may be registered by 
the owner with the Department of Planning and Development. If the sign was legally erected 
prior to the effective date of this Article or any amendments thereto, the sign shall be registered 
and allowed to continue to exist under the provisions of Section 611.02. 

(b) At the time that a legal nonconforming sign is registered, a sign permit shall be issued to the sign 
owner and the sign shall be so marked in accordance with Departmental procedures. 

611.02 Nonconforming Signs; Provisions. 

(a) A nonconforming sign shall not be replaced, enlarged, or altered except within the provisions of 
this Article. 
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(b) The substitution or interchange of poster panels or painted boards on nonconforming signs shall 
be allowed provided the size, shape or location of said sign does not change. 

(c) Repair and maintenance of nonconforming signs may be performed as necessary unless more 
than 50% of the sign is repaired, altered, or replaced, as determined by the Community Devel-
opment Director. If more than 50% of the sign is affected, then any legal nonconforming status 
is lost and the sign must be brought into compliance with the current sign regulations; provided 
that signs damaged by fire or act of God may be restored to their original condition. 

611.03 Relocation of a Nonconforming Sign. 

(a) An existing sign that was legally erected and that becomes nonconforming as to the setback re-
quirements of this Article due to road widening may be moved to meet the setback require-
ments of this Article. Such sign shall not be increased in size or changed in any manner except as 
to become conforming. 

(b) Any sign erected to replace a nonconforming sign must meet all requirements and provisions of 
this Article. 

Section 612. Special Exceptions for Signs. 

612.01 Prior Variances.  

All variances and exceptions heretofore granted by the Zoning Board of Appeals shall remain in full 
force and effect and all terms, conditions and obligations imposed by this board shall remain in effect 
and be binding.  

612.02 Special Exceptions. 

(a) The Community Development Director has the authority to administratively grant a Special Ex-
ception under the Appeals Article of this Development Code if the applicant can provide a rea-
sonable case and will not vary from the regulations herein by more than 10%, with the excep-
tion of the number of days a temporary sign is allowed.  

(b) The Community Development Director may grant variance Special Exception for the number of 
signs per storefront or building façade provided the organization of the signs or sign compo-
nents is consistent with this Article, provides a balanced appearance on the building or similar 
circumstance, provided the overall allowable square footage has not been exceeded. 

612.03 Special Exception Approval Procedure.  

Any person may apply for a Special Exception from the provisions of this Article. Any such Special Ex-
ception appeal shall be considered in accordance with the provisions, policies and procedures of the 
Appeals Article of this Development Code. 

Section 613. Intent, Interpretation and Severability.  

(a) In interpreting the provisions of this Article, nothing shall be construed as intent to regulate the 
content of the message displayed on any sign. Designation of types of signs in any manner which 
may relate to the entity, organization, or person erecting the sign or to the information con-
tained on the sign are merely instructional to assist in categorizing signs for size, height and lo-
cation purposes and shall not be construed to prohibit any similar type of sign or to in any way 
restrict the content of the sign. 
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(b) All signs may display a non-commercial message in addition to or in lieu of any other message. It 
is the intent of this Article to regulate only the number, size, height, timing and location of signs 
to accomplish the purposes set forth in Section 601 of this Article.  

(c) In the event any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Article shall be declared 
or adjudged invalid or unconstitutional including but, not limited to, a declaration or adjudica-
tion that such section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of the Article relates to the con-
tent of any sign or in any way violates the constitutional provisions of free speech under the 
State of Georgia or United States Constitution, such adjudication shall in no manner effect the 
other sections, subsections, sentences, clauses or phrases of this Article, which shall remain in 
full force and effect as if the section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase so declared or ad-
judged invalid or unconstitutional were not originally a part thereof. The City Council hereby de-
clares it would have adopted the remaining parts of the Article if it had known that such part or 
parts thereof would be declared or adjudged invalid or unconstitutional. The provisions of this 
Article are declared severable to the maximum extent allowed by law and under no circum-
stances shall any sign regardless of content, purpose or location, be erected in the City of Duluth 
which exceeds the greatest height or size allowed for the largest sign authorized under the pro-
visions of this Article. 

Section 614. Administration, Enforcement, and Penalties. 

614.01 Enforcement. 

(a) All of the provisions of this Article shall be administered and enforced by the Department of 
Planning and Development whose duties shall include rendering interpretations as to the re-
quirements of this Article, issuing permits, inspecting signs (both existing and installed) under 
the provisions of this Article, and enforcement of all provisions of this Article. 

(b) All questions arising in connection with the administration and enforcement of this Article shall 
be presented first to the Planning Department and then to the Zoning Board of Appeals on ap-
peal of a decision from the Community Development Director, subject to applicable provisions 
of this Article. 

(c) A sign permit may be revoked by the Community Development Director, or his/her designee, if 
it is found not to be in compliance with this Article due to intentional misinformation, misrepre-
sentation, or significant error on the sign permit application.  

(d) Issuance of a sign permit in no way prevents the Community Development Director, or his/her 
designee, from later declaring the sign to be non-conforming or unlawful if upon further review 
of available information the sign is found not to comply with the requirements of this Article. 

614.02 Inspections. 

(a) The Department shall inspect or cause to be inspected, by a duly authorized representative, 
every sign, after issuance of a Sign Permit, during or upon its installation in order to determine 
that each such sign meets the requirements set forth in this Article. Inspections shall include but 
are not limited to footings and electrical wiring. 

(b) It shall be the duty of the Department to notify the sign contractor (if known) and the sign own-
er or property owner, of any discrepancies or violations found during the sign inspection. This 
notice shall be in writing and provide the specifics as to the discrepancies or violations found 
during the inspection and may be served in person or by certified mail, return receipt requested. 
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(c) All deficiencies or violations shall be corrected, within 48 hours, following service of this notice 
by the Department or a Duly Authorized Representative. The Department or its Duly Authorized 
Representative may extend the time limit to correct the violation no more than 5 working days 
or reduce the limit no less than 24 hours. The Community Development Director may approve 
extension of the correction of the violation limited to 14 days with a written justification. 

(d) The Department or a Duly Authorized Representative is herein authorized to enter private prop-
erty for the purpose of making an inspection to insure compliance with all provisions of this Ar-
ticle. 

(e) The Community Development Director shall have the authority to cause to be removed after 
due notice any sign which shows gross neglect or becomes dilapidated by giving the owner 10 
days written notice to correct the deficiencies or to remove the sign(s). If the owner refuses to 
comply, the Community Development Director shall have the authority to have said sign(s) re-
moved at the expense of the owner. 

614.03 Abandoned Signs.  

(a) If a building, structure or premise is vacated, any associated temporary signs shall be removed by 
the property owner or the sign owner within 10 days, following service of notice by the Depart-
ment. If the property owner or sign owner fails to comply within 10 days after written notifica-
tion, the City may cause the removal of the sign at the property owner’s or sign owner’s ex-
pense. 

(b) If a nonconforming sign or sign structure has not been in use whereby the property has been va-
cated for a period of 3 months or longer and the sign has not been updated to convey a current 
message, any such sign on the property, building, or structure loses its legal nonconforming sta-
tus and must be removed or brought into compliance with the current sign regulations. 

(c) A sign that no longer correctly directs or exhorts any person, or no longer advertises a bona fide 
business, lessor, owner, project or activity conducted or product available on the premises 
where such sign is displayed, shall be removed by the property owner or the sign owner within 10 
days following service of notice by the Department. If the property owner or sign owner fails to 
comply within 10 days after written notification, the City may cause the removal of the sign at 
the property owner’s or sign owner’s expense. 

614.04 Administrative Fees, Citations and Penalties. 

(a) Any sworn officer of the City of Duluth is hereby empowered to issue a citation for violation of 
this Article in any case where it is found that a sign has been erected, constructed, reconstruct-
ed, altered, converted or maintained in violation of any provision of this Article. Non-Permanent 
signs still erected after the expiration date of the approved sign permit shall be removed by the 
owner/applicant or a citation will be issued for violation of this Article. 

(b) Any person, firm or corporation who fails to comply with the requirements of this Article shall, 
upon conviction of a violation of this Article, be punished as provided by law by the imposition 
of a fine of not less than $50.00 and not more than $1000.00 (which may not be stayed or sus-
pended), imprisonment of not more than 30 days, or both. Each violation shall be considered a 
separate offense, and each day in violation shall be considered a separate offense. 

(c) Any employee of the City or community service workers under the supervision of a City employ-
ee shall have the authority to remove and confiscate any sign that is located within the public 
right-of-way and does not comply with the requirements of this Article. Signs confiscated by any 
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City employee for non-compliance, shall be stored at the City Maintenance Facility for a period 
of 2 weeks. If signs are not claimed within 2 weeks, signs shall be discarded without further in-
vestigation. The owners of confiscated signs may claim the confiscated signs within the 2 week 
period but shall be required to pay an administrative fee of $100.00 per sign confiscated to re-
imburse the City for the administrative time and use of resources incurred by the City in the con-
fiscation and storage of the signs.  
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	Building Sign. A sign that in any manner is fastened to, projects from, or is placed upon the exterior wall, or a window, door or roof of a building. The term “building sign” includes but is not limited to the following:
	(1) Awning Sign. A sign imposed, mounted or painted upon an awning.
	(2) Building Marker. A sign composed of concrete, bronze or other permanent material which is built into the surface of the building at the time of its construction.
	(3) Canopy Sign. A sign imposed, mounted or painted upon a canopy, as defined herein.
	(4) Mansard Sign. A sign imposed, mounted or painted upon the fascia portion of a mansard roof.
	(5) Marquee Sign. Any sign attached flat against or upon a permanent marquee of a building.
	(6) Projecting Sign. A sign affixed flat to a wall and extending more than 6 inches from the surface of such wall, or any sign attached to and extending at an angle from a wall surface (usually perpendicular).
	(7) Roof Sign. A sign that is mounted on, applied to, or otherwise structurally supported by the roof of a building (other than the fascia portion of a mansard roof).
	(8) Under-Canopy Sign. A display attached to the underside of a marquee or building canopy and protruding over a pedestrian walkway.
	(9) Wall (or Façade) Sign. A sign that is fastened to, painted on or placed directly upon the exterior wall of a building façade or building canopy, with the sign face parallel to the wall or canopy face.
	(10) Window Sign. A sign that is applied, painted or placed on, behind or inside a windowpane or a glass door and intended to be viewed from outside the building.

	Business Park. One or more buildings located on a property in common ownership, management or operation, units of which are owned, leased or rented primarily for office, institutional or light industrial purposes.
	Canopy:
	(1) Building Canopy. A permanent roof-like structure projecting from a building and open on at least one side for the purpose of shielding a pedestrian walkway from the elements.
	(2) Freestanding Canopy. A freestanding roof-like structure supported by columns intended to shield a vehicular driveway or service area from the elements.

	Character Area. A portion of the city designated as any one of the various “character areas” created within the City’s Comprehensive Plan and shown as to its boundaries and extent on the Future Development Map subtitled “Character Areas” included as ...
	Column Sign. See under “freestanding sign”.
	Commercial Speech. The expression of an idea, opinion or message that directs or attracts attention to a business operated for profit; or to a product, commodity or service for sale, trade, barter, swap or lease; or to any other commercial interest o...
	Days. The term “days” shall mean working days exclusive of holidays authorized by the Mayor and Council and weekends, unless the term is stated as “calendar days” or the context implies otherwise.
	Façade. The exterior vertical surfaces of a building that comprise the front, side or rear wall.
	Feather Banner. A banner mounted on a pole, such as the examples shown to the right. Such signs may be wind activated (see “sign, animated”) or rigidly mounted in a stationary position.
	Festoons. Strings of light bulbs or other lighted devices, and strings of ribbons, tinsel, pennants, streamers, pinwheels or other similar devices designed to move in the wind.
	Flag. A sign made of paper, woven natural or synthetic fabric, thin plastic or similar lightweight pliable material that is normally displayed by flying from a pole as a wind-activated device, but is not otherwise defined herein as a banner, pennant ...
	Fluorescent Color. A color that is intense, brilliantly colored and apparently giving off light, such as day glow (day-glo) colors.
	Freestanding Canopy. See under “canopy.”
	Freestanding Sign. A permanent sign which is attached to or part of a completely self-supporting structure, other than a building. The supporting structure shall be set firmly in or below the ground surface and shall not be attached to any building o...
	(1) Pole Sign. A sign that is mounted on one or more freestanding stanchions or columns such that the sign body is elevated above the ground by such supporting stanchions or columns, and such supporting stanchions or columns are each less than 10% of ...
	(2) Column Sign. A sign that is mounted on one or more freestanding stanchions or columns such that the sign body is elevated above the ground by such supporting stanchions or columns, and such supporting stanchions or columns are each 10% of the widt...
	(3) Monument Sign. A freestanding sign in which the entire bottom of the base of the sign structure is in contact with the ground, providing a solid and continuous background for the sign from the ground to the top of the sign structure; the base of w...
	(4) Hybrid Monument Sign. A freestanding sign in which the entire bottom of the base of the sign structure is in contact with the ground, but a solid and continuous background for the sign from the ground to the top of the sign structure is not provid...

	Ground Cover. Low growing, spreading plants, other than turf grass, such as but not limited to ivy, liriope, juniper, mondo grass or sedge.
	Guy or Guy Wire. A cable used to support or stabilize a freestanding pole or structure, such as a lattice telecommunications or citizen’s band antenna, utility pole or traffic signal stanchion.
	Holiday or Seasonal Event. A day established as a legal holiday by federal, state or local law; a nationally recognized holiday such as Halloween or Mother’s Day; a nationally recognized calendar season such as Fall or Spring; a religious day or term...
	Hybrid Monument Sign. See under “freestanding sign.”
	Illuminated Sign. See “sign, illuminated”.
	Incidental Sign. See “sign, incidental”.
	Iridescent Color. A color which varies in color when seen at different angles; having a play of lustrous rainbow-like colors; pearlescent.
	Kiosk. A freestanding sign structure, often cylindrical in shape, intended to be viewed from all sides and erected for the purpose of posting signs, notices or other public announcements. Kiosks that are composed of flat faces are treated as multi-fa...
	Landscape Materials. Any combination of living plant materials, nonliving materials (such as rocks, pebbles, wood chips, mulch and pavers) and decorative features such as sculpture, patterned walks, fountains, and pools. This definition includes synt...
	Leased Sign. An agreement by which a property owner conveys, usually for a specified rent, to other persons, permission to erect and maintain a sign upon their property.
	LED Sign. Any sign or portion thereof that uses light emitting diode technology or other similar semiconductor technology to produce an illuminated image, picture, or message of any kind whether the image, picture, or message is moving or stationary....
	Marquee Sign. See under “building sign.”
	Miscellaneous Building Sign. A building sign (as defined herein), other than a principal building sign, a temporary sign or an incidental sign, commonly found on the wall of a nonresidential use property.
	The following are Illustrative Examples of Miscellaneous Building Signs:
	Miscellaneous Freestanding Sign. A freestanding sign, other than a freestanding principal sign, temporary sign or incidental sign, commonly found on multi-family and nonresidential use properties located at entrance and exit driveways, drive-through ...
	The following are Illustrative Examples of Miscellaneous Freestanding Signs:
	Monument Sign. See under “freestanding sign.”
	Nonresidential Use. See “use, nonresidential.”
	Parapet Wall. A building façade that extends above the eave line or edge of a roof.
	Pennant. A lightweight plastic, fabric or similar material designed to move in the wind; pennants are often suspended from a rope, wire, or string in series. The term “pennant” shall not include a “banner” or a “flag” as regulated by this Article.
	Personal (noncommercial) Speech. The expression of an idea, opinion or message that does not direct or attract attention to a business operated for profit; or to a product, commodity or service for sale, trade, barter, swap or lease; or to any other ...
	Planned Center. A single office, medical, commercial or industrial property that is designed or intended for occupancy by two or more principal businesses that are separately owned and have no corporate relationship. A planned center may consist of a...
	Pole Sign. See under “freestanding sign.”
	Portable Sign. See “sign, portable”.
	Principal Building. The building in which is conducted the principal use of the parcel on which it is located. Parcels with multiple principal uses may have multiple principal buildings, but storage buildings, garages, and other clearly accessory use...
	Principal Sign. See “sign, principal”.
	Project Entrance Sign. See “sign, project entrance”.
	Residential Use. See “use, residential.”
	Roof Sign. See under “building sign.”
	Seasonal Event. See “holiday or seasonal event”.
	Shopping Center. See “planned center.”
	Shrub. A self-supporting woody plant that may reach a height of less than 15 feet, such as but not limited to azalea, boxwood, yew, hawthorn, hydrangea, holly, nandina or camellia.
	Sign. Any structure, device, object, design or display that is used or intended to be used to attract the attention of or to convey information to the public, and that is placed in such a way, whether out of doors or inside or near a window, as to be...
	Sign, A-frame, Sidewalk or Sandwich. A temporary, movable sign not secured or attached to the ground or surface upon which it is located. This type of sign is typically “A” shaped or in some variation thereof and which is usually double sided. This i...
	Sign, Aggregate Area. The combined sign area of all sign faces of a particular category on a single parcel. For example the aggregate sign area of all freestanding signs on a parcel is the sum total of the sign face areas of all freestanding signs on...
	Sign, Animated. A sign that has moving parts or includes action, motion, or color changes, or the optical illusion of action, motion, or color changes, including signs using electronic ink, signs set in motion by wind or by mechanical means such as t...
	Sign, Banner. A sign of fabric, thin plastic or similar lightweight material that is mounted to a pole or a building at one or more edges and is intended or displayed as commercial speech. Flags displaying noncommercial speech shall not be considered...
	Sign, Billboard. Any monument sign erected on undeveloped property.
	Sign Body. That portion of a sign structure that is intended or designed primarily to support or display the sign face, exclusive of the sign’s base or decorative cap, if any.
	Sign, Building Marker. See under “building sign”.
	Sign, Canopy. See under “building sign”.
	Sign, Changeable Copy. A type of animated sign that is capable of changing the position or format of word messages or other displays on the sign face or change the visible display of words, numbers, symbols and graphics by the use of a matrix of elec...
	(1) Manually activated: A sign whose alphabetic, pictographic, or symbolic informational content can be changed or altered by placing such letters or other message elements directly on the sign face by hand.
	(2) Electronic: A sign whose alphabetic, pictographic, or symbolic informational content can be changed and is displayed electrically or electronically. See also “LED sign”.

	Sign, Channeled Letter. Signs that have their letters cut out of the sign face or raised above the sign face, described as:
	(1) Internally channeled letters: Letters or other symbols cut into a sign face and located above a recessed background surface, often designed for the background surface to be illuminated by an artificial light source.
	(2) Reverse channeled letters: Letters or other symbols raised above a background surface designed to be illuminated from behind and within the letters or symbols by an artificial light source.

	Sign Copy. The words, letters, figures, symbols, logos, fixtures, colors or other design elements that are used to convey the message, idea or intent for which a sign has been erected or placed.
	Sign, Dilapidated/Deteriorated. A sign that is structurally unsound, has defective parts, or is in need of painting or other maintenance.
	Sign, Double-Faced. A sign structure with two sign faces that are parallel (back-to-back) or that form an angle to one another of no more than 60 degrees, where each sign face is designed to be seen from a different direction and the two sign faces a...
	Sign Face. That portion of the surface of a sign structure where words, letters, figures, symbols, logos, fixtures, colors, or other design elements are or may be located in order to convey the message, idea, or intent for which the sign has been ere...
	Sign, Flag. See “flag”.
	Sign, Height. The vertical distance from the ground to the highest point of the sign structure, as measured from the adjacent finished grade at the base of the sign.
	Sign, Illuminated. Any sign or portion thereof which is illuminated by artificial light, either from an interior or exterior source, including outline, reflective or phosphorescent light, whether or not the source of light is directly affixed as part...
	(1) Direct or Internal Illumination. A sign illuminated by an internal source.
	(2) Indirect or External Illumination. A sign illuminated by an external light source directed primarily toward such sign.

	Sign, Incidental. A small sign, emblem or decal no larger than 1½ square feet in area. Such signs are normally located on doors, windows and gas pumps, or in parking lots or loading areas, may be freestanding or building signs, and are generally not ...
	The following are Illustrative Examples of Incidental Signs:
	Sign, Inflatable. A sign that is either expanded to its full dimensions through mechanical means of an air blower or supported by gasses contained within the sign, or sign parts, at a pressure greater than atmospheric pressure.
	Sign, Kiosk. See “kiosk”.
	Sign, Marquee. See under “building sign”.
	Sign, Mobile. See “vehicular sign”.
	Sign Module. Each portion or unit of a sign face that is clearly separable from other such units by virtue of its individual or independent construction or framing.
	Sign, Monument. See under “freestanding sign”.
	Sign, Multi-Faced. A single freestanding sign structure consisting of two sign faces (see “double-faced sign”) or three or more sign faces that are separated from each other at their nearest point by no more than 12 inches. Sign faces or sign modules...
	Sign, Neon. An illuminated sign containing a glass tube filled with neon or phosphors, which is bent to form letters, symbols or other shapes, or otherwise used to highlight, decorate or outline the sign.
	Sign, Nonconforming. A sign legally existing at the time of its placement or erection that could not have been approved under the terms of this Article.
	Sign, Permanent. Any sign that is securely affixed to the ground or to a building and not readily removable. Temporary signs are not considered to be permanent signs.
	Sign, Pole. See under “freestanding sign”.
	Sign, Portable. A sign whose principal supporting structure is intended, by design and construction, to be used by resting upon the ground for support and may be easily moved or relocated for reuse. Portable signs shall include, but are not limited t...
	Sign, Principal. The main, most prominent or largest freestanding or building sign on a property’s street frontage or principal building, other than a project entrance sign as defined in this Article. Such signs are of permanent construction and not ...
	Sign, Prohibited. Any sign, other than a non-conforming sign, not conforming to this Article.
	Sign, Project Entrance. A permanent freestanding sign located at an entrance designed and permitted for vehicular access into a multi-family development, or into a development containing multiple lots, such as but not limited to a particular single-f...
	The following are Illustrative Examples of Project Entrance Signs:
	Sign, Projecting. See under “building sign”.
	Sign, Roof. See under “building sign”.
	Sign, Temporary. Any sign, the use of which is short-term in nature, that is affixed to or placed on the ground or to a building but is readily removable and not intended for permanent installation.
	Sign, Under Canopy. See under “building sign”.
	Sign, Wall. See under “building sign”.
	Subtenant. A natural person, business or other entity that subleases or is otherwise allowed to occupy a portion of land or a building, the majority of which is also occupied by a tenant. For the purposes of this Development Code, a subtenant is not ...
	Tenant. A natural person, business or other entity that occupies land or buildings by ownership, under a lease, through payment of rent, or at will; the primary occupant, inhabitant, or dweller of a place. See also “subtenant”.
	Tenant Frontage. The horizontal distance in feet between the walls that delimit an exterior façade of a tenant space. A “tenant space” may be a stand-alone building with a single occupant, or a portion of a planned center that is separated from all o...
	Use, Nonresidential. A principal use that is a business engaged in the sale of goods or the provision of personal, professional, business, entertainment or other services; an institutional or nonprofit organization; a business engaged in the fabricat...
	Use, Residential. A principal use that is intended for occupancy by an owner or lessee as their permanent place of abode.
	Vehicular Sign. Any sign placed, mounted, painted on or affixed to a motor vehicle or to a freight, flat-bed or storage trailer or other conveyance, whether motorized or drawn.
	The following are Illustrative Examples of Vehicular Signs:
	Wall Sign. See under “building sign.”
	Window Sign. See under “building sign.”

	Section 603. Applicability.
	603.01 Signs that are Regulated.
	603.02 Signs that are Exempt from Permitting Requirements.
	(a) Signs erected by or at the direction of the City or any government entity in the right-of-way or on any government owned parcel are exempt from provisions of this Article.
	(a)
	(b) Historic markers authorized by the City are exempt.
	(c) Property address numbers as required by the City are considered “official governmental signs” and are exempt.
	(d) Incidental signs (as defined in this Development Code) that are located in conjunction with a multi-family or nonresidential use are exempt, provided such signs are not illuminated and that the aggregate of all such signs on a property may not exc...
	(e) Displays or decorations related to a holiday or seasonal event (as defined in this Development Code) that are placed on a residentially zoned property by the owner or with the owner’s permission as personal (noncommercial) speech (also as defined ...
	(f) Signs containing a non-commercial message with a maximum total sign face area not to exceed sixteen (16) square feet per lot and a maximum height of four (4) feet per sign.
	(g) Signs located on property which is listed for sale or lease with a total maximum area of sixteen (16) square feet per lot and a maximum height of four (4) feet per sign.
	(h) Window displays of goods available on a site are not considered to be signs and are exempt from these sign regulations.
	(i)  A building design or color that is associated with a particular establishment or organization but which conveys no message is not considered to be a sign and is exempt from these sign regulations.

	603.03 Signs that are Prohibited.
	(a) All signs, other than legal non-conforming signs, which are not in compliance with this Article are prohibited and illegal and shall not be erected or maintained.
	(b) Privately owned signs erected on or above public property.
	(1) No person shall erect a sign on or projecting over public property other than the governmental entity responsible for such property, or a public utility company or contractor occupying or working on public property pursuant to government contract ...
	(2) For the purpose of this Article the public right-of-way shall be measured and determined by the utility poles, unless otherwise indicated or more detailed information is available.

	(c) Any sign placed or erected on a property without the permission of the property owner.
	(d) Roof signs, as defined in this Development Code.
	(e) Vehicular signs, as defined in this Article, are not allowed to be placed or parked in such a manner as to be viewed or intended to be viewed from a public right-of-way, except that this prohibition shall not apply in the following circumstances:
	(1) When such conveyances are actively being used to transport persons, goods or services in the normal course of business;
	(2) When such conveyances are parked in an inconspicuous area; or
	(3) When such conveyances are actively being used for storage of construction materials for, and on the same lot with, a bona fide construction project for which building and other applicable permits have been issued and where construction is underway.

	(f) Animated signs, except electronic changeable copy signs, banners and flags as may be regulated by this Article, are not allowed.
	(g) Signs that pose a threat to public safety are not allowed, such as:
	(1) Signs containing or imitating an official traffic sign or signal or contain the words “stop”, “go”, “danger”, “caution”, “warning”, or similar words, except for construction signs and barricades and except when the words are incorporated in the pe...
	(2) Signs that display intermittent or blinking lights resembling the flashing lights customarily used in traffic signals or on police, fire, ambulance or rescue vehicles.
	(3) Signs located so as to obscure, or otherwise interfere with the effectiveness of any official traffic sign, signal or device.
	(4) Signs located so as to obscure, or otherwise interfere with a motor vehicle operator’s view of approaching, merging, or intersecting traffic.
	(5) Signs that obstruct any fire escape; any means of ingress, egress, or ventilation; or prevent free passage from one part of a roof to any other part thereto; and signs attached in any manner to a fire escape.

	(h) Hand written, hand painted, handmade or other unprofessionally fabricated signs. A “professionally” hand-painted sign is one that has been prepared or created by a person engaged in the paid occupation of sign-painting and generally reproduces fon...
	(i) Signs located on courtesy benches, waste containers, trashcans and similar devices.
	(j) Pole signs and column signs, except historic pole signs allowed under Section 605.04(c)(1).
	(k) Signs displaying words, characters, and/or illustrations of an obscene, indecent or immoral nature as defined by the Code of Ordinances of the City of Duluth or as defined by the State of Georgia at O.C.G.A. Section 16-12-80 (b), or displaying nud...
	(l) Signs that advertise or encourage illegal activity as defined by local, state or federal laws.
	(m) Unshielded illuminated devices that produce glare or create a hazard or nuisance to motorists or occupants of adjacent properties.
	(n) A sign that emits or utilizes in any manner any sound capable of being detected on any traveled road or highway by a person with normal hearing, or a sign that emits smoke, vapor, particles or odor.
	(o) Signs with lighting or control mechanisms that cause radio, television or other communications interference.
	(p) Motion picture mechanisms or video displays used in such a manner as to permit or allow moving or animated images to be visible from a public right-of-way or sidewalk.
	(q) Certain illuminated signs, as follows:
	(1) Signs containing, including, or illuminated by any flashing, intermittent, or moving lights, scrolling lights, and/or utilizing changes in the intensity of lighting are prohibited.
	(2) Any illumination of a sign that interferes with the effectiveness of, or obscures, an official traffic sign, device, or signal is prohibited.
	(3) Any illumination of a sign that is not effectively shielded so as to prevent beams or rays of light from being directed at any portion of the traveled way of a street and which are of such intensity or brilliance as to cause glare or to impair the...
	(4) No red, green or yellow illuminated sign shall be placed within 300 feet of any traffic light.
	(5) Search lights or spotlights, except for special business promotions or a new business “grand opening”. For each event, such devices shall receive prior written approval through issuance of a Temporary Sign Permit by the City, along with written co...

	(r) Banners except as allowed by this Article for specific types of signs, including temporary signage under Section 609.06.
	(s) Portable signs, except A-frame signs as may be allowed under this Article for a nonresidential use, or as provided for temporary signage t under Section 609.06 of this Article.
	(t) Festoons, as defined in this Development Code, except as provided for temporary signage under Section 609.06 of this Article.
	(u) Inflatable signs, including air or gas filled balloons or other inflatable devices, are prohibited except as exempted as seasonal and holiday decorations under Section 603.02(e) of this Article or as provided for temporary signage under Section 60...


	Section 604. Requirements that Apply to Signs in General.
	604.01 Compliance with Other Codes and Provisions.
	(a) Any sign that will be erected, replaced, reconstructed, repaired, altered, relocated or maintained within the city shall conform to the requirements of the International Building Code, Appendix H, and to the requirements of the National Electrical...
	(b) In accordance with the National Electrical Code specifications, all signs shall be located in such a way that they maintain horizontal and vertical clearance from all overhead utilities. In no case shall any sign be installed within 3 feet horizon...
	(c) Any sign that will be erected, replaced, reconstructed, repaired, altered or relocated within the city shall conform to all other provisions of this Unified Development Code and other ordinances of the City of Duluth. In the event of conflict betw...

	604.02 Computation of Sign Area.
	(a) Generally.
	(1) The area of a sign face or module shall be computed by means of the smallest rectangle that will encompass the extreme limits of the writing, representation, emblem, color, or other display, together with any material or color forming an integral ...
	(2) If a sign face is composed of two or more sign modules, the sign face area shall be the area of each module, measured in accordance with the preceding paragraph (1), totaled together.
	(3) The area of a sign structure shall be computed by means of the smallest rectangle that will encompass the extreme limits of the sign, by multiplying:
	a. The width of the body of the sign (exclusive of the sign’s base or decorative cap, if any) measured at the widest portion of the sign body; times
	b. The total height of the sign as defined in this Article under “sign height.”

	(4) The following are examples of how sign structure and sign face area measurements are made; the signs shown are illustrative and only provided for clarity.

	(b) Area of Multi-Faced Signs.
	(1) Double-faced signs.
	(2) Signs with three or more faces.
	a. For sign structures having only three sides and the interior angle formed between each of the sides is 60 degrees, the sign face area shall be taken as the area of the largest of the three sides.
	b. For all other multi-faced signs with three or more sides, the sign face area shall be either the largest sign on any one side, or the largest total of all sign faces that are joined by an interior angle of more than 60 degrees, whichever can be vie...


	(c) Free-Form Signs.
	(d) Kiosks.

	604.03 Number of Signs.
	(a) For the purpose of determining number of signs, a single sign shall be considered to be a single sign structure, display surface or display device containing the sign copy (as defined in this Development Code) or other elements organized, related,...
	(b) Refer to the definition of “sign face” and “sign copy” for additional information.

	604.04 Height Measurements.
	(a) For a freestanding sign structure located within 100 feet of an adjacent street right-of-way (as measured perpendicular to the street), the following applies:
	(1) For a sign located on land at or above the crown of the roadway in the adjacent street, the height of a sign shall be equal to the vertical distance from the average grade at the base of the sign to the highest point of any portion of the sign. An...
	(2) For a sign located on land below the crown of the roadway in the adjacent street, the height of a sign shall be equal to the vertical distance from the crown of the roadway to the highest point of any portion of the sign. Any earthen berms, elevat...

	(b) For a freestanding sign structure located 100 feet or more from an adjacent street right-of-way (as measured perpendicular to the street), the height of a sign shall be equal to the vertical distance from the average grade at the base of the sign ...

	604.05 Lighting Restrictions.
	(a) Only permanent signs shall be illuminated, either directly or indirectly.
	(b) A permit will not be issued for an illuminated sign on a nonresidential property within 100 feet from any property line of a residentially zoned parcel.
	(c) In a residential zoning district only project entrance signs may be illuminated, and such signs may only be illuminated indirectly by an external light source, such as floodlights or shielded neon tubes.
	(d) Any signage with internal lighting composed of light bulbs or neon tubing shall be covered so that the light sources are not directly visible from the outside.

	604.06 Construction and Maintenance.
	(a) All signs shall be constructed and maintained in conformance with the Duluth Building Code.
	(b) The City may, at its discretion, require certification to confirm that the structural requirements of the City’s codes are met.
	(c) All signs, together with their supports, braces, guys and anchors, shall be kept in good repair and unless constructed of galvanized or non-corroding metal, shall be given a protective coating as necessary to maintain a clean appearance and safe c...

	604.07 Language and Legibility.
	(a) Every principal freestanding sign shall contain the street number and the official street name in English letters and Arabic numbers of a size equivalent to the predominant size of the letters and numbers on the sign.
	(b) To aid in proper and timely response in an emergency, the name of the business or the type of business on the premises must also be indicated in English.
	(c) Nothing in this section shall prohibit the same and/or additional information on the sign from being written in a language other than English, provided that an English translation of the sign is included with the application for a sign permit in a...

	604.08 Visibility Clearance Area.
	(a) No sign more than 3 feet in height shall be erected within 30 feet of an intersection with a public or private street, private drive or other access point, or otherwise interfere with traffic movement and visibility.
	(b) Such visibility clearance area shall be established as the triangular area formed by the street right-of-way lines (or such lines extended to their intersection) and a line connecting such right-of-way lines at points 30 feet from the intersection...

	604.09 Electronic Changeable Copy Signs.
	(a) All electronic changeable copy signs viewable from a public street or sidewalk shall present only static displays (still pictures and printing). Such signs not viewable from a public street or sidewalk may display movies, animation or video contai...
	(b) Each static image shall be maintained for a duration of at least 8 seconds. The change time between each static image shall be perceived as Instantaneous within the capability of the technology employed (generally about 1/10th of a second).
	(c) For signs viewable from a public street or sidewalk, no flashing, scrolling, or other variation in the static image that gives an illusion of movement or variation in light intensity during the display of a single image is allowed.
	(d) LED signs.
	(1) All such signs shall be “tri-color” signs or better, in which each pixel consists of a group of at least one red, green and blue LED or similar light emitting device.
	(2) Maximum distances between pixels shall be as follows:
	a. For building signs, no more than 5 mm between pixels, measured center-to-center both horizontally and vertically.
	b. For freestanding signs (including billboards as defined in this Development Code), no more than 16 mm between pixels, measured center-to-center both horizontally and vertically.

	(3) All such signs shall be certified by a Nationally Recognized Testing Laboratory (NRTL) recognized by the US Occupational Safety & Health Administration (OSHA) in accordance with 29 C.F.R. 1910.7.
	(4) Maximum brightness.
	a. The sign must employ a light sensing device that adjusts the brightness as ambient light conditions change.
	b. The sign shall not operate at a brightness level of more than 0.30 foot candles above ambient light levels measured at 100 feet from the sign (150 feet for sign faces greater than 100 square feet in area), as certified under paragraph (f) below.

	(5) A fail safe device shall be installed that, in the event of a failure of the light sensing device, drops the brightness level to the lowest night-time level allowed, regardless of the time of day.

	(e) Other electronic changeable copy signs.
	(1) Electronic changeable copy signs utilizing TV-type displays (LCD or Plasma, for instance) must comply with the following in addition to all other applicable requirements of this Section 604.09 and this Article:
	a. Such signs shall be installed only as building signs.
	b. Such signs shall have a minimum resolution of 1080p (High Definition) or equivalent.
	c. At any time of the day or night, such signs shall not operate at a brightness level of more than 0.30 foot candles above ambient light levels measured at 100 feet from the sign (150 feet for sign faces greater than 100 square feet in area), as cert...

	(2) Electronic changeable copy signs utilizing incandescent bulbs are not allowed.

	(f) As part of an application for a sign permit, the sign owner must provide the City with a written statement from the installer that the sign will comply with the City’s brightness requirements and all other requirements of this Section 604.09, and ...
	(g) Operation of an electronic changeable copy sign in violation of any provision of this Section 604.09, including overriding the sign’s light-sensing or fail-safe devices, may result in the disconnection of the electrical power supply to the sign at...


	Section 605. Regulation of Principal Freestanding and Principal Building Signs.
	605.01 Applicability.
	(a) This Section applies only to principal signs, as defined in this Development Code, that are permanent and freestanding on a property or attached to a building, and that are not otherwise exempt from these Sign Regulations.
	(b) Additional signage that is regulated on a property include:
	(1) Project entrance signs, under Section 606;
	(2) Miscellaneous freestanding signs, miscellaneous building signs, and other types of specific signs enumerated under Section 608; and,
	(3) Temporary signs, under Section 609.

	(c) Signs in planned development districts.
	(d) Signs for mixed-use buildings.

	605.02 Principal Signs—Residential Use Property.
	(a) Principal freestanding signs on individual properties are not allowed. Project entrance signs are allowed in lieu of principal freestanding signs for single-family and multi-family developments. See Section 606.
	(b) In all residential zoning districts, one building sign per housing unit is allowed. These signs shall not exceed one square foot in sign face area. If affixed to a multi-tenant building in an RM district or property zoned for multi-family purposes...
	(c) A single-family detached home, townhouse condominium or manufactured home, located on an individual lot, must comply with the provisions of this Section and Table 6-A under “single-family residence”.
	(d) Multi-family developments, such as apartments, condominiums, manufactured home parks, nursing homes and other residential developments occupying a single property in common, must comply with the provisions of this Section and Table 6-A under “mult...
	(e) Other (non-principal) signage allowed.
	(1) For other permanent freestanding signage allowed within a multi-family development, see Section 608.01 regarding miscellaneous freestanding signs.
	(1)
	(2) For temporary signage on any residential property, see Section 609.


	605.03 Principal Signs—Nonresidential Use Property.
	(a) Principal freestanding signs.
	(1) Type of freestanding signs allowed.
	(2) Joint signs.
	(3) Any principal freestanding sign located within a parking lot or other area accessible by vehicles shall be surrounded by protective curbing, the area within which shall be landscaped in accordance with the requirements of Section 607.01.  No frees...
	(4) Freestanding sign faces shall be mounted on architecturally treated sign structures.
	(5) A principal freestanding sign must be set back at least 10 feet from the edge of any entrance driveway providing direct access from a street. This setback shall not apply to any parking lot spaces, parking lot aisle or internal drive on the proper...
	(6) Land-locked properties.
	a. Places of business within nonresidential zoning districts that do not own road frontage, may be granted approval of a principal freestanding sign on or near the access easement to their business provided written permission is obtained from the prop...
	b. Multiple buildings or properties served by a common access easement shall share one joint sign at the road frontage as described in Paragraph (2) above. The Community Development Director may allow one principal freestanding sign serving multiple p...


	(a)
	(a)
	(b) Principal building signs.
	(1) Wall, projecting or canopy signs.
	a. Wall or projecting signs shall not extend above the parapet wall of a building or eave line of a pitched roof.
	b. Canopy sign, projecting sign and wall sign requirements shall be interchangeable; all such signs are regulated collectively as “building signs”.

	(2)  Window signs coverage.


	605.04 Adjustments.
	(a) Property Adjacent to a Major Roadway.
	(1) The following thoroughfares are established as “major roadways” in the City’s Comprehensive Plan: Peachtree Industrial Boulevard, US 23/SR 13 (Buford Highway), SR 120 (Duluth Highway/Abbotts Bridge Road), and Pleasant Hill Road.
	(2) For nonresidential uses fronting on any of these major roadways, the following adjustments are allowed for each principal freestanding sign on the property:

	(b) Property Located within the Community Activity Center Character Area.
	(1) The Community Activity Center Character Area is described in the City’s Comprehensive Plan and shown as to its locations and boundaries on the Comprehensive Plan’s Future Development Map: “Character Areas”.
	(2) For any nonresidential use located within the Community Activity Center Character Area, the following adjustments to the principal freestanding signs on the property are allowed:

	(c) Property Located within Downtown Duluth.
	(1) Historic Pole Signs.
	(2) Building Signs.
	a. Building signs that are located on or project from a wall, canopy or marquee of a principal building may extend above the parapet wall of a building or eave line of a pitched roof, but to no greater extent than one-half the height of the sign. The ...
	b. One building sign on each façade of a building that adjoins a public street or pedestrian walkway may be an electronic changeable copy sign that complies with the provisions of Section 604.09, or a neon sign, or an illuminated sign using an interna...

	(3) Window Signs.
	(4) Portable Signs.
	(5) Prohibited Materials.



	Section 606. Regulation of Project Entrance Signs.
	606.01 Applicability.
	606.02 Sign Structure.
	606.03 Project Entrance Sign Installations.
	(1) Single Sign Installation: A project entrance sign designed as a single sign structure with two back-to-back faces, oriented to be seen from both directions on the road adjacent to the development.
	(2) Dual Sign Installation: A project entrance sign designed as two separate sign structures, each with a single sign face individually oriented toward the intersection so as to be viewed from only one direction on the road adjacent to the development...
	(3) If the developer chooses to construct two signs per entrance, these signs shall be placed on either side of the roadway; signs cannot be constructed in a center island of any roadway.

	606.04 Entrances to Subdivisions.
	(a) A subdivision may have a single or a dual project entrance sign installation at any entrance into the subdivision from an adjoining street outside the subdivision.
	(b) In addition to any principal freestanding signage allowed on a lot within a nonresidential subdivision under Section 605.03(a), if the lot is a corner lot located at an entrance into any residential or nonresidential subdivision, then such lot may...
	(c) If a dual sign installation is planned, one project entrance sign may be placed on each corner lot flanking the entrance.

	606.05 Entrances to Un-Subdivided Developments.
	606.06 Illumination.
	(a) Any project entrance sign may be lighted by external illumination. If floodlights or other incandescent bulbs are used, they may not be directed onto the street or toward vehicular traffic. If neon tubes are used, they must be shielded from view.
	(b) Internal illumination, including channeled letter signs and electronic changeable copy signs, may be used for office park or industrial park subdivisions.


	Section 607. Landscaping Requirements for Signs.
	607.01 Landscaping Required.
	(a) All portions of the sign landscaping area shall be covered by landscape materials, as defined in this Development Code. A minimum of 80% of the required landscape area shall be covered with living plant materials, which may include any combination...
	(b) Shrubs that are provided within the sign landscaping area must be at least 12 inches tall at the time of planting, and be of a species that will not normally exceed 4 feet in height at maturity.
	(c) Plant materials may be clustered for decorative effect following professional landscaping standards for spacing, location and design.

	607.02 Maintenance of required plant materials.

	Section 608. Additional Regulations for Specific Types of Signs.
	608.01 Miscellaneous Freestanding Signs.
	(a) Permanently installed miscellaneous freestanding signs may be located within the area between a street right-of-way line and the minimum building setback required from that street right-of-way line for the zoning of the property, if such signs are...
	(a)
	(a)
	(b) Miscellaneous freestanding signs located farther from the street than the minimum building setback from that street right-of-way line required by the zoning of the property, shall be allowed as follows:
	(1) On a property occupied by a multi-family or nonresidential use, one miscellaneous sign not to exceed 32 square feet in sign face area or more than 8 feet in height may be located on the property for each principal building on the lot, or for each ...
	(2) Other miscellaneous freestanding signs are allowed beyond the minimum building setback, provided that such signs are no more than 6 square feet in sign face area nor more than 3 feet in height (except signs that are required by law to be higher th...
	(3) Portable signs are not allowed as miscellaneous freestanding signs except for an A-Frame sign for a nonresidential use (also known as a “sandwich board” sign). Such A-Frame signs must be located no farther from an entrance to the owner’s business ...


	608.02 Miscellaneous Building Signs.
	(a) General miscellaneous building signs.
	(1) For single-occupant buildings, the maximum aggregate area for all miscellaneous building signs shall be 1 square foot of sign face area per linear foot of the length of the tenant frontage (as defined in this Article) on which the signs are affixe...
	(2) For planned centers, the maximum aggregate area for all miscellaneous building signs for each tenant space shall be 1 square foot of sign face area per linear foot of the tenant frontage (as defined in this Article), or 10% of the area of the tena...
	(3) Such miscellaneous building signs placed in a window may not result in the obstruction of more than 50% of the window area in combination with all other signs in the window.

	(b) Subtenant signs.
	(1) Each business that occupies space within a principal business as a subtenant is allowed one wall sign in addition to the principal building sign allowed for the principal business under Section 605.03(b). Each subtenant wall sign shall not exceed ...
	(2) The following are examples of subtenant wall signs allowed by this Subsection:

	(c) Sidewalk pedestrian signs.
	(1) The sidewalk pedestrian sign must be post mounted in a sidewalk planter.
	(2) Each such sign is allowed to have a maximum sign face area of 6 square feet.
	(3) The following is an example of sidewalk pedestrian signs allowed by this Subsection:

	(d) Convenience stores and service stations with pump islands.
	(1) One sign per freestanding or building canopy face per public street frontage with a maximum of 16 square feet each is allowed. The canopy sign shall not extend above or below the edge of the canopy.
	(2) Spreader bars (signs located under canopy over pump islands) shall be limited to no more than two signs per spreader bar, not to exceed 4 square feet per sign. However, total square footage for all spreader bars shall not exceed 24 square feet.
	(3) On-site separate drive-through car wash building(s), shall be allowed one permanent wall sign, not to exceed 8 square feet with an approved sign permit. This sign shall be for incidental purposes only.

	(e) Service entrance signs.
	(1) Service entrance signs shall be located directly on or adjacent to the service entrance door.
	(2) The combined area of signs at a single service entrance shall not exceed 6 square feet and must be clearly legible for public safety personnel.


	608.03 Billboards.
	(a) All applications for billboards shall be accompanied by written permission of the owner of the property on which the proposed sign is to be placed, a site plan showing the proposed location of the sign, and a scale drawing of the sign.
	(b) Billboards will be permitted only on undeveloped property that is zoned M-1 or M-2 and shall be removed when a Land Disturbance (i.e., Clearing, Grubbing, Grading or Development) Permit is issued for development on the property on which a billboar...
	(c) Location and Spacing.
	(1) No billboard shall be placed within 500 feet of a residence, church, school, park or cemetery.
	(2) No billboard shall be located within 1,000 feet of another billboard as measured along the right-of-way of the street or streets on which such billboard is located, and provided further that no billboard may be located closer than 500 feet to anot...
	(3) Billboards shall be erected only in the buildable area of the lot. No trees or other vegetation shall be cut or removed in locating or erecting a billboard.

	(d) Size and Height Regulations.
	(e) Conformance to State Law.
	(1) Such sign shall comply with all applicable requirements of the Georgia Outdoor Advertising Act, O.C.G.A. 32-6-70 et seq.
	(2) Such sign shall comply with all requirements of this Article and, specifically, this Section 608.03.
	(3) In the case of a conflict between the Georgia Outdoor Advertising Act and the City’s regulations, the billboard must comply with the most restrictive requirements with respect to each and every item of regulation.


	608.04 Flags.
	(a) All flags mounted on a flagpole must have a minimum vertical clearance of 8 feet above the ground, sidewalk, private drive or parking area, as applicable. Flags mounted on a pole projecting from a building must provide a minimum vertical clearance...
	(b) No flag on the property of a residential use shall exceed 15 square feet in area or be higher than 40 feet above the ground when mounted on a flagpole.
	(c) Nonresidential uses are limited to three flags, each of which must be mounted on a flagpole, resulting in no more than three flagpoles on a nonresidential property.
	(d) The display of the Flag of the United States of America shall be guided by Title 4, Section 3 of the US Code, which prohibits the use of the American Flag for commercial purposes.

	608.05 Suspended Signs.
	(a) Suspended signs must have a minimum clearance of 8 feet to grade.
	(b) If any sign is located within, suspended over or projects above a public right-of-way, the sign owner shall obtain and maintain in force liability insurance for such a sign in such form and such amount as the Community Development Director may rea...

	608.06 Changeable Copy Signs.
	(a) Manually activated changeable copy signs.
	(b) Electronic changeable copy signs.


	Section 609. Temporary Signs.
	609.01 Temporary Signs; Allowed.
	(a) Certain signs in addition to those allowed under Section 605 and Section 608 are allowed on a property through the issuance of a temporary sign permit . Such temporary signs shall not be restricted as to the message displayed on the sign, but must...
	(b) Temporary signs must comply with all requirements of this Article, including the prohibitions of Section 603.03 and general requirements applying to all signs, except as modified by the provisions of this Section.
	(c) Fixed location: All temporary signs must be installed at a fixed location, either attached to the ground as a freestanding sign or attached to a building. Temporary signs shall not be attached to a vehicle or other movable, animated or portable de...
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	609.02 Issuance of a Temporary Sign Permit.
	(a) A temporary sign may not be displayed unless a permit is issued pursuant to Section 610.02, unless otherwise exempt under Section 603.02.
	(b) A temporary sign permit shall only be valid for a period of thirty (30) days from the date of issuance, after which time the owner of the temporary sign or owner of the premises where such sign is located shall remove the sign from the premises.
	(a) (c) No more than one (1) temporary sign permit may be issued to the same premises per quarter, not to exceed four (4) temporary sign permits per one (1) calendar year.
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	601.01
	601.01
	609.03 Size of Temporary Signs.
	(a) Single-family residential, townhouse condominium or manufactured home lot.
	(b) Residential or nonresidential subdivision or condominium development under construction.
	(c) Multi-family,15F manufactured home park or nonresidential use property (as defined in this Article).

	601.01
	601.01
	601.01
	609.04 Location of Temporary Signs.
	(a) All temporary signs shall be located as follows:
	(1) At least 10 feet from any street right-of-way line, back of street curb or edge of street pavement, whichever is farthest from the street.
	(2) At least 10 feet from any side or rear property line and the pavement edge of a driveway.
	(3) Temporary signs located within 30 feet of an intersection of two streets or a driveway and a street shall be no more than 3 feet in height.

	(b) Temporary signs are not allowed to be placed within or over a public street right-of-way or private street easement.
	(c) A temporary sign must be a freestanding sign or a building sign (as defined in this Article), and shall not be affixed to any tree, utility pole or official traffic sign or structure.
	A temporary sign shall be erected and maintained only with the permission of the owner of the property upon which the sign is located.

	609.05 Construction and Lighting Standards of Temporary Signs.
	(a) Construction standards for signs requiring building permits.
	(b) Construction standards for signs not requiring building permits.
	(1) Nonpermanent but water-resistant construction materials may be used, such as but not limited to poster board, foam core board or illustration board.
	(2) The words, letters, figures, symbols, logos, fixtures, colors or other design elements that convey the sign’s message shall be permanently applied to the sign’s face.

	(c) Electronic and manual changeable copy signs shall not be allowed.
	(d) Lighting.

	609.06 Temporary Banners, Portable Signs, Festoons and Inflatable Signs.
	(a) Banners.
	(1) For a banner that is no more than 12 square feet in sign face area, such banner shall be placed on the site or on a building in such a manner as not to create a safety hazard as determined by the Community Development Director. They shall meet the...
	(2) A banner that is more than 12 square feet in sign face area but no more than 24 square feet in size shall be allowed only as a wall or window sign and shall be placed flush upon the wall or window to which it is attached. Such a banner shall not b...
	(3) A banner that is larger than 24 square feet in size is not allowed.

	(b) Portable signs.
	(1) Maximum size: The maximum size of a portable sign shall not exceed 6 square feet per side. Said sign shall not have flashing lights or animated devices, but may be internally illuminated and may be a manually activated changeable copy sign.
	(2) Placement: The sign must be placed on the site in compliance with Section 609.04 of this Article.
	(3) Securely anchored: To prevent wind damage to the sign or other property, the sign must be securely anchored to the site in a manner acceptable to the Community Development Director.
	(4) Electrical connections: All electrical connections to the sign must be in compliance with the Electrical Code as adopted by the City, and must be inspected prior to use.

	(c) Festoons.
	(d) Inflatable Signs.


	Section 601.
	Section 601.
	Section 601.
	Section 610. Sign Permits; Requirements and Procedures.
	610.01 Issuance of Permits for Permanent Signs.
	(a) Sign permits; when required.
	(1) The Department is hereby authorized to issue a sign permit for any permanent sign provided all requirements of this Article are met.
	(2) Except for signs that are exempt from the requirements of this Article under Section 603.02 or are exempt from permitting under Section 610.01(b), below, a sign permit must be issued by the Department before a permanent sign may be:
	a. Erected or relocated;
	b. Attached to, suspended from, or supported on a building or structure; or
	c. Altered, enlarged, or materially improved (including the replacement of a sign face with an electronic changeable copy sign).

	(3) Any sign using electrical wiring and connection shall require a sign permit and an electrical permit. Such a sign permit shall become null and void if an electrical permit is not secured, if required, or if the sign for which the permit was issued...

	(a)
	(b) Permanent Signs exempt from permitting.
	(1) Miscellaneous freestanding signs allowed under Section 608.01, unless such signs require issuance of a building or electrical permit.
	(2) Miscellaneous building signs allowed under Section 608.02, unless such signs require issuance of a building or electrical permit.
	(3) Flags meeting the standards of Section 608.04 do not require a sign permit for the flag. Flags mounted on a flagpole require a permit for the permanent flagpole itself. Permanent flagpoles are considered sign structures and must comply with the re...
	(4) Incidental signs at the entrance drive of residences, estates, farms, ranches, and plantations which do not exceed 1½ square feet in area.


	610.02 Issuance of Permits for Temporary Signs.
	(a)
	(a) The Department is hereby authorized to issue a sign permit for any temporary sign provided all requirements of this Article are met. A temporary sign permit must be issued by the Department before a sign may be erected or attached to, suspended fr...
	(a)
	(b) Any temporary sign using electrical wiring and connection shall require a sign permit and an electrical permit, both of which must be issued simultaneously.
	(c) Identification stickers issued by the Department of Planning and Development in conjunction with a temporary sign permit must be adhered to the front side of all signs approved under the permit and must be visible from the street.

	601.01
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	610.03 Application for a Sign Permit.
	(a) An application for a sign permit (and accompanying building or electrical permit, if required) shall be made using the forms provided by the Planning Department, shall be filled in with all information required, and shall be submitted in the numbe...
	(b) Sign permit applications shall be accompanied by a scale drawing of each proposed sign, site plan for monument signs, drawing of facade of building elevation showing proposed placement of each wall, canopy or projecting sign and any other informat...
	(c) Any person performing new electrical work relating to signs must apply for an electrical permit and hold a valid electrician's trade license issued by the State of Georgia to perform such work. If the electrical wiring exists from a previous sign ...
	(d) Use of Foreign Languages.
	(1) For any sign for which a Sign Permit is required that uses words in a language other than English, the English translation of the sign shall be provided on the Sign Permit Application. See also Section 604.07 regarding business names, street numbe...
	(2) Nothing in this Section shall be construed to prohibit the use of foreign words or characters as long as they do not contain obscene language or advertise an illegal activity.


	610.04 Process for sign permit approval.
	(a) If the plans, specifications and intended use of the applied for sign or part thereof conform in all respects to the applicable provisions of this Article and the Duluth Building Code, a sign permit shall be issued.
	(b) Review time period.
	(1) For a temporary sign: 10 days.
	(2) For a sign that is included in and found consistent with an approved Master Sign Plan: 5 days.
	(3) For any other permanent sign: 30 days.

	(c) If after review and investigation by the Department, it is determined that the application fails to meet the applicable provisions of this Article or the Duluth Building Code,  the permit shall be denied, and the Community Development Director sha...

	610.05 Master Sign Plans.
	(a) Master Sign Plans that are required by this Article or that are submitted voluntarily for pre-approval of sign permits must comply with the requirements of this Section.
	(b) Master Sign Plans shall illustrate all proposed signs in sufficient detail so as to provide knowledgeable review and design specificity. Master sign plans shall show, describe or illustrate all signs proposed to be located on a lot or within a dev...
	(c) Master Sign Plans must include:
	(1) Location.
	a. The location and size of all other signs on the parcel that are proposed to remain;
	b. The distance in feet to the nearest existing freestanding sign; and
	c. The distance in feet from the location of the proposed sign(s) to the nearest residentially zoned parcel.

	(2) Specifications.
	(3) Design.

	(d) Signs that are otherwise exempt under this Article need not be shown on the Master Sign Plan.
	(e) Approval.
	(1) A Master Sign Plan depicting signs that conform to all requirements of this Article may be approved administratively by the Community Development Director.
	(2) A Master Sign Plan depicting signs that exceed or modify one or more requirements of this Article may only be approved by the  . Following review of a complete application by the Planning Department, the plan will be placed on the agenda of the ne...
	(3) Upon approval, the Master Sign Plan shall supersede any conflicting restrictions and regulations of this Article for the property to which it pertains, and shall not be adversely affected by any subsequent amendments to this Article. If approval i...

	(f) Recordation of approved Master Sign Plan.
	(1) The Master Sign Plan as approved must be recorded by the owner in the office of the Clerk of Superior Court and a copy of the approved Master Sign Plan, as recorded, must be filed with the Community Development Director prior to issuance of a sign...
	(2) The recorded Master Sign Plan must be included in any sale, lease or other transfer of right of occupancy affecting any part of the development or premises to which the Master Sign Plan applies.
	(3) All tenants of the property or development, whether an owner, lessee, subtenant, purchaser or other occupant, must comply with the approved Master Sign Plan.


	610.06 Fees.
	(a) Fees for all types of sign permits shall be charged as set by the Mayor and Council from time to time.
	(b) The sign permit fee shall be required of all signs requiring issuance of a sign permit under Section 610.01(a) or Section 601.01(a). A separate fee shall be charged for any required building or electrical permit. The exemption from sign fees does ...
	(c) If a permit is not obtained prior to installation, each applicable permit is subject to double fee.


	Section 611. Nonconforming Signs.
	611.01 Nonconforming Signs; Registration.
	(a) Any sign and sign structure that is or has become a nonconforming sign may be registered by the owner with the Department of Planning and Development. If the sign was legally erected prior to the effective date of this Article or any amendments th...
	(b) At the time that a legal nonconforming sign is registered, a sign permit shall be issued to the sign owner and the sign shall be so marked in accordance with Departmental procedures.

	611.02 Nonconforming Signs; Provisions.
	(a) A nonconforming sign shall not be replaced, enlarged, or altered except within the provisions of this Article.
	(b) The substitution or interchange of poster panels or painted boards on nonconforming signs shall be allowed provided the size, shape or location of said sign does not change.
	(c) Repair and maintenance of nonconforming signs may be performed as necessary unless more than 50% of the sign is repaired, altered, or replaced, as determined by the Community Development Director. If more than 50% of the sign is affected, then any...

	611.03 Relocation of a Nonconforming Sign.
	(a) An existing sign that was legally erected and that becomes nonconforming as to the setback requirements of this Article due to road widening may be moved to meet the setback requirements of this Article. Such sign shall not be increased in size or...
	(b) Any sign erected to replace a nonconforming sign must meet all requirements and provisions of this Article.


	Section 612. Special Exceptions for Signs.
	612.01 Prior Variances.
	612.02 Special Exceptions.
	(a) The Community Development Director has the authority to administratively grant a Special Exception under the Appeals Article of this Development Code if the applicant can provide a reasonable case and will not vary from the regulations herein by m...
	(b) The Community Development Director may grant variance Special Exception for the number of signs per storefront or building façade provided the organization of the signs or sign components is consistent with this Article, provides a balanced appear...

	612.03 Special Exception Approval Procedure.

	Section 613. Intent, Interpretation and Severability.
	(a) In interpreting the provisions of this Article, nothing shall be construed as intent to regulate the content of the message displayed on any sign. Designation of types of signs in any manner which may relate to the entity, organization, or person ...
	(b) All signs may display a non-commercial message in addition to or in lieu of any other message. It is the intent of this Article to regulate only the number, size, height, timing and location of signs to accomplish the purposes set forth in Section...
	(c) In the event any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Article shall be declared or adjudged invalid or unconstitutional including but, not limited to, a declaration or adjudication that such section, subsection, sentence, clause...

	Section 614. Administration, Enforcement, and Penalties.
	614.01 Enforcement.
	(a) All of the provisions of this Article shall be administered and enforced by the Department of Planning and Development whose duties shall include rendering interpretations as to the requirements of this Article, issuing permits, inspecting signs (...
	(b) All questions arising in connection with the administration and enforcement of this Article shall be presented first to the Planning Department and then to the Zoning Board of Appeals on appeal of a decision from the Community Development Director...
	(c) A sign permit may be revoked by the Community Development Director, or his/her designee, if it is found not to be in compliance with this Article due to intentional misinformation, misrepresentation, or significant error on the sign permit applica...
	(d) Issuance of a sign permit in no way prevents the Community Development Director, or his/her designee, from later declaring the sign to be non-conforming or unlawful if upon further review of available information the sign is found not to comply wi...

	614.02 Inspections.
	(a) The Department shall inspect or cause to be inspected, by a duly authorized representative, every sign, after issuance of a Sign Permit, during or upon its installation in order to determine that each such sign meets the requirements set forth in ...
	(b) It shall be the duty of the Department to notify the sign contractor (if known) and the sign owner or property owner, of any discrepancies or violations found during the sign inspection. This notice shall be in writing and provide the specifics as...
	(c) All deficiencies or violations shall be corrected, within 48 hours, following service of this notice by the Department or a Duly Authorized Representative. The Department or its Duly Authorized Representative may extend the time limit to correct t...
	(d) The Department or a Duly Authorized Representative is herein authorized to enter private property for the purpose of making an inspection to insure compliance with all provisions of this Article.
	(e) The Community Development Director shall have the authority to cause to be removed after due notice any sign which shows gross neglect or becomes dilapidated by giving the owner 10 days written notice to correct the deficiencies or to remove the s...

	614.03 Abandoned Signs.
	(a) If a building, structure or premise is vacated, any associated temporary signs shall be removed by the property owner or the sign owner within 10 days, following service of notice by the Department. If the property owner or sign owner fails to com...
	(b) If a nonconforming sign or sign structure has not been in use whereby the property has been vacated for a period of 3 months or longer and the sign has not been updated to convey a current message, any such sign on the property, building, or struc...
	(c) A sign that no longer correctly directs or exhorts any person, or no longer advertises a bona fide business, lessor, owner, project or activity conducted or product available on the premises where such sign is displayed, shall be removed by the pr...

	614.04 Administrative Fees, Citations and Penalties.
	(a) Any sworn officer of the City of Duluth is hereby empowered to issue a citation for violation of this Article in any case where it is found that a sign has been erected, constructed, reconstructed, altered, converted or maintained in violation of ...
	(b) Any person, firm or corporation who fails to comply with the requirements of this Article shall, upon conviction of a violation of this Article, be punished as provided by law by the imposition of a fine of not less than $50.00 and not more than $...
	(c) Any employee of the City or community service workers under the supervision of a City employee shall have the authority to remove and confiscate any sign that is located within the public right-of-way and does not comply with the requirements of t...




